
Dr. Dean Baas is an Extension Educator in Sustainable Agriculture for MSU Extension. Dean is involved in 
cover crop, soil health, and organic agriculture research and education. He is a member of the Midwest 
Cover Crops Council Executive Committee and the Sustainable Agriculture Research and Education (SARE) 
Coordinator for the state of Michigan. baasdean@anr.msu.edu 269-467-5646 

Dr. Kim Cassida is a Fixed Term Assistant Professor at MSU and the state Forage and Cover Crop 
Specialist. Her work includes research, undergraduate and graduate teaching, and extension programming 
on management of harvested and grazed forages and cover crops in farming systems. 
cassida@msu.edu 517-353-0278 

Ricardo Costa, MSU Field Crop Educator and Certified Crop Advisor (CCA), located in Southeast Michigan 
covering Lenawee, Jackson, Wayne, Washtenaw, and Hillsdale Counties. Ricardo works mainly with field 
and cover crops, soil health and agricultural drones. costasil@anr.msu.edu 573-639-8971 

Christina Curell, Extension Educator with MSU Extension, out of the Lake County office in Baldwin. 
Christina works statewide on nutrient management and water quality, covering all agriculture commodities. 
She helps farmers integrate cover crops and soil health practices into their farming system to meet their 
nutrient needs and to protect Michigan's natural resources. curellc@msu.edu 231-745-2732 

Paul Gross, Extension Educator with MSU Extension, housed in Isabella County. Paul’s programming and 
research include field crops, cover crops and soil health. He is working to increase the use of cover crops, 
improve soil health, and water resources in Michigan farming systems. grossp@anr.msu.edu 989-317-4079 

Abigail Harper, MSU Extension Community Food System Educator, located in Ingham County and covering 
Ingham, Clinton, Eaton, Ionia, Montcalm, and Gratiot counties. Abigail’s work focuses on incorporating cover 
crops and soil management systems into small scale urban agriculture systems, in addition to building 
stronger local food systems. harperab@msu.edu 517-676-7298 

Monica Jean, extension educator with MSU Extension, servicing the central western Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. Monica’s position covers a large variety of crop production including edible dry beans, potato, and 
integrated crop and livestock systems. She is also a part of the North Central Cropping System Academy 
developing educational resources for farmer driven technologies. atkinmon@anr.msu.edu 906-786-3032 

Phil Kaatz, Extension Educator with MSU Extension, serves throughout Central and Southeastern Michigan 
including “the thumb”. Phil’s primary focus is working in forage production, field crops, and cover crop 
management. He is housed in Lapeer County and has interests in pest and nutrient management, forages, 
and field crops to maximize farm profitability. kaatz@msu.edu 810-338-5342 

Dr. Sieg Snapp, Professor of soils and cropping systems at MSU. Her research focuses on new tools to 
understand how soil management influences crop establishment, including remote sensing and in field 
monitoring to find practical (and profitable) ways to improve soil health. Sieg works with Michigan extension 
educators and grower communities to develop new ways to measure and protect the long-term sustainability 
of the soil resource. snapp@msu.edu 517-282-5644 

Michigan State University Cover Crop Team 
www.covercrops.msu.edu

Sarah Fronczak, Environmental Management Educator with MSU Extension. Sarah is passionate about 
helping farmers successfully manage the environmental impact of their farms, and her focus is on assisting 
farmers with manure management and cover crops. She is based in Hillsdale County. 
froncza3@msu.edu 517-439-9301

Vicki Morrone, Academic Specialist at MSU. Vicki provides farmers and educators with assistance in all 
aspects of organic production and certification including pest management, cover crops, soil building, and 
compost use. sorrone@msu.edu 517-353-3542

Dr. Lisa Tiemann, Assistant Professor of Soil Biology at MSU. Lisa’s research focuses on soil ecology and 
biogeochemistry, mechanisms of soil organic matter formation, and microbial controls on soil nitrogen cycling. 
ltiemann@msu.edu 517-353-0487


