
Apple scab

Scab, caused by the fungus Venturia inaequalis, is the 
most important disease of apples in the northern United 
States. All unprotected green tissue and fruit of apple 
are attacked by the scab pathogen. Scab lesions on 
fruit and leaves can distort growth, reduce fruit value, 
cause defoliation and fruit drop, and weaken the tree. 
In the early spring, scab fungus, overwintering in apple 
leaves on the orchard floor, ejects ascospores during 
rain periods. The ascospores that land on green tissue 
of the host may initiate new infections if environmental 
conditions are favorable. The primary scab period 
ends with the cessation of ascospore production a few 
weeks after petal fall. However, if scab infections were 
established during the primary scab period, conidia 
produced in these infections can infect new tissue in 
secondary phase of the disease cycle.

Are conditions right for apple scab?
Forecast models for apple scab are available at Enviro-
weather. Select a weather station from the map that is 
closest to your location. Then click on “fruit” for a list of 
weather resources and models for fruit production.
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