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The plum pox virus is a pathogen of stone fruit trees. 
Federally regulated and recently detected in Michigan, 
plum pox virus poses a serious threat to stone fruit 
producers and tree fruit nurseries in the state.

Michigan risk maps for exotic plant pests.

Other common name
sharka

Systematic position 
Potyviridae > Potyvirus > plum pox virus.

Global distribution
Widely distributed across Europe.
Plum pox virus has been detected more recently in 

Chile (1992) and Argentina (2004) in South America, Nova 
Scotia and Ontario in Canada (2000), and Pennsylvania 
(1999), New York (2006), and Michigan (2006) Quarantine 
status

Plum pox virus is a federally regulated plant pathogen 
in the United States (NEPDN 2006) and is a quarantine 
target in southwest Michigan where this virus was detected 
in 2006 on a single plum tree (MDA 2009). The infected 
tree was removed and no further infection has been 
reported as of 2009.

Plant hosts
Plum pox virus infects plants in the genus Prunus 

(Rosaceae). Plum pox virus is a serious pathogen of 
stone fruit trees (apricots, cherries, nectarines, peaches, 
and plums) in Europe. Other hosts include almond and 
ornamental Prunus species.

Michigan’s plum pox virus survey and 
restrictions 

View MSU’s Fruit Crop Advisory Team Alert special 
issue on plum pox virus at http://msue.anr.msu.edu/uploads/
files/plum-pox-issue-low.pdf

History, biology, symptom images, and 
management of the plum pox virus

View MSU’s Fruit Crop Advisory Team Alert special 
issue on plum pox virus.

Potential impacts on Michigan’s peach and 
plum industries

View MSU’s Fruit Crop Advisory Team Alert special 
issue on plum pox virus.

Likely pathways of entry in Michigan
Nursery stock and propagation material of Prunus spp. 

originated from Europe.
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PPV symptoms on the plum fruit cv. Cacanska rana (Cacak's Early). (Photo: M. 
Danilovich, MSU.)

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, 
religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, 
in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Thomas G. Coon, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing,MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial 
products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, gender identity, 
religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, 
in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Thomas G. Coon, Director, MSU Extension, East Lansing,MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial 
products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or bias against those not mentioned.

February 2010.

http://www.ipm.msu.edu/invasive_species/forecasting_invasion_risks/risk_maps
http://msue.anr.msu.edu/uploads/files/plum-pox-issue-low.pdf



