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Breaking New Ground 

Agricultural producers are reminded to consult with FSA and NRCS before breaking out new ground for production 

purposes as doing so without prior authorization may put a producer’s federal farm program benefits in jeopardy. This is 

especially true for land that must meet Highly Erodible Land (HEL) and Wetland Conservation (WC) provisions.  

Producers with HEL determined soils are required to apply tillage, crop residue and rotational requirements as specified in 

their conservation plan.   

Producers should notify FSA as a first point of contact prior to conducting land clearing or drainage type projects to 

ensure the proposed actions meet compliance criteria such as clearing any trees to create new cropland, then these areas 

will need to be reviewed to ensure such work will not risk your eligibility for benefits.  

Landowners and operators complete the form AD-1026 - Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland 

Conservation (WC) Certification to identify the proposed action and allow FSA to determine whether a referral to Natural 

Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) for further review is necessary.   
 

Foreign Buyers Notification 

 

The Agricultural Foreign Investment Disclosure Act (AFIDA) requires all foreign owners of U.S. agricultural land to 

report their holdings to the Secretary of Agriculture. The Farm Service Agency administers this program for USDA.  

All individuals who are not U.S. citizens, and have purchased or sold agricultural land in the county are required to report 

the transaction to FSA with 90 days of the closing. Failure to submit the AFIDA form (FSA-153) could result in civil 

penalties of up to 25 percent of the fair market value of the property. County government offices, Realtors, attorneys and 

others involved in real estate transactions are reminded to notify foreign investors of these reporting requirements 

  

 

Update Your Record 
FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address or zip code or an 

incorrect name or business name on file they need to be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the 

addition of a farm by lease or purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and 

NRCS programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee in writing and 

update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan. 
 

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records 



 

Beginning Farmer Loans 

FSA assists beginning farmers to finance agricultural enterprises. Under these designated farm loan programs, FSA can 

provide financing to eligible applicants through either direct or guaranteed loans. FSA defines a beginning farmer as a 

person who: 

 Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years 

 Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm 

 Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial management program sponsored by 

FSA 

 Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm. 

Additional program information, loan applications, and other materials are available at your local USDA Service 

Center.  You may also visit www.fsa.usda.gov. 

Important Dates to Remember 

 July 15, 2016: Certification Deadline for Beans (Adzuki, Black Turtle, Cranberry, Great Northern, Kidney, Dark 

Red Kidney, Light Red Kidney, White Kidney, Pinto, Small Red, Small White/Navy, Tebo, Yellow Eye,), Herbs, 

Vegetables, Forage Seeding (new seedings), all other crops.   

Call your local FSA office for more specific details. 

March FSFL Interest Rates 

 
Call your local FSA office for April’s rates 

7-year FSFL  1.625%  $100,000 or less 

10-year FSFL 1.875%  $100,000 - $250,000 

12-year FSFL 2.00%  $250,000 - $500,000 
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