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Who Can Benefit From This Information?

-

Facts to Consider

-

-

Should You Certify Your Farm?

Possible Benefits from Certification

Why You May Not Wish to Certify 
Your Farm

What is Needed for Certification? 



Steps to Transition to Organic

1.  Select and contact a USDA-accredited 
organic certifying agency registered in 
Michigan.

Some Questions to Ask When Selecting 
a Certifying Agency

2. Prepare a farm plan.

-

http://attra.ncat.org/attra-pub/

OrgPlanTempEnc1.doc

-

3. Complete and submit the application 
and certification forms. 

-

-

http://www.michigan.gov/

mda/0,1607,7-125-1567_1600-70307-,00.html

4. Arrange for an inspection with an 
organic certification agency. 

-

5. Receive certification status notification.

-

-
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Frequently Asked Questions

How much will it cost? 

-

-

What records do I keep? 

-

KEEP records -

Keep receipts and labels

What record systems are accepted?

http://www.canr.msu.

edu/telfarm -

http://dairyteam.msu.edu/articles/bus_

finl/accounting_software_comparisons.pdf

www.ces.ncsu.

edu/chatham/ag/SustAg/orgrecords.html

How long does it take 
before I can certify my farm operation?

How do I know which pesticides and soil 
amendments are allowed? 

-

http://www.ams.usda.gov/nop/archive/NOSBNation

alListDatabase.pdf

-

-

www.omri.org

http://www.

omri.org/OMRIdatatable.htm

-

You should 

always ask your certifying agency before initial use of any 

input on the farm.

Who will inspect my farm?

-
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Items to include in your records:

Need Additional Information?
www.michiganorganic.msu.

edu

www.michiganorganic.msu.edu -

Registering Your Farm
-

http://www.michigan.gov/d
ocuments/05ORGANICform_115123_7.FOR.pdf

http://www.michigan.
gov/mda/0,1607,7-125-1569_25516-178262--,00.html

Additional Information Sources
for Organic Certification

www.ams.usda.gov/
nop/NationalList/FinalRule.html -

www.MOFFA.org

www.mosesorganic.org -

www.michiganorganic.
msu.edu

-

www.ATTRA.org

http://www.new-ag.msu.edu

www.newfarm.org -
-
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www.OMRI.org
-

www.ams.usda.gov/nop/NOP/NOPhome.
html

GLOBAL ORGANIC ALLIANCE, INC.

www.goa-online.org

OCIA-Wisconsin/Illinois

INTERNATIONAL CERTIFICATION SERVICES, INC

http://www.ics-intl.com

MIDWEST ORGANIC SERVICES ASSOCIATION, INC. 
(MOSA)

http://www.mosaorganic.org

INDIANA CERTIFIED ORGANIC

http://www.indianacertifiedorganic.com

OREGON TILTH CERTIFIED ORGANIC

http://www.tilth.org/certification/index.html

ORGANIC CROP IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION (OCIA)

http://www.ocia.org

QUALITY ASSURANCE INTERNATIONAL (QAI)

http://www.qai-inc.com/1_0_0_0.php

STELLER CERTIFICATION SERVICES, INC.

http://demeter-usa.org

http://www.michigan.gov/mda

http://
www.michigan.gov/mda/0,1607,7-125-1567--.00.html

-

www.michigan
organic.msu.edu
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Raphanus sativus


