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What’s in it for schools and 
early childhood programs?

Accelerating farm to school efforts 
with Cultivate Michigan
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What is Cultivate Michigan?

› www.cultivatemichigan.org
› Local purchasing campaign
– 20% Michigan foods to institutions by 2020
– Part of Michigan Farm to Institution Network 

(MFIN)
• Cosponsored by MSU Center for Regional Food 

Systems and the Ecology Center
– Promote local purchasing (esp. featured 

foods) + help track purchasing
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Benefits to you!

› Way to see your local purchasing info
› Access to statewide network
› Posters and printed materials
› Purchasing guides & supplier info
› Recipe ideas
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Featured Foods

› Images of 
featured food 
materials
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Cultivate Michigan in Action
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Montague School District
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Data Tracking

› Quarterly surveys
– Purchasing of featured foods
• MI and total, separated by form

– Overall purchasing
• MI and total, separated by category

› Baseline survey
– Past purchasing of new batch of 

featured foods
– Updates to budget, size of meal 

program
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$300,000

$40,000

13.3%
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Getting Purchasing Data

› Quarterly purchase reports from distributors
• Items purchased & product codes

– including item categories/subgroups
• Dollar value of items
• Purchase dates
• Geographic source (if it’s available)

› Invoices from farmers/direct suppliers

› Data waivers
• Submit a form for each vendor
• We request purchase data from vendors and enter it 

into Cultivate MI site
• Log in and see all your info



…………………………..................................
Sign up!

› Create an account at 
www.cultivatemichigan.org

› Log in and complete your profile
› Now you’re in!
– Appear on the map & be counted in 

the # of participating institutions
– Get featured food posters and purchase 

guides in the mail
– Access to surveys and Dashboard for 

tracking!
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Cherry Slurp!

› February 14, 2017

› Institutions sign up

› SLURP a Cherry Smoothie 
(or a different cherry 
snack!)
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Questions?

› www.cultivatemichigan.org

› Megan Thompson (Data Manager)
– thom1306@anr.msu.edu

› Abby Harper (Farm to School)
– harperab@anr.msu.edu


