Publication Available:

Michigan Land Use
Guidelines for Siting
Wind Energy Systems

Overview

“Communities that proactively plan for wind
turbines and carefully develop regulations for
their installation will avoid a measure of
uncertainty and the unfortunate public discord
that sometimes comes along with new land use
proposals.”

5 turbinies on 8 aeres with tsedium setback of 410 feet. 3 turbines on S0 acres with niedium sethack of 615 feet.

—Michigan Land Use Guidelines for Siting Wind Energy Systems
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Michigan Land Use Guidelines for Siting

Wind Energy Systems helps communities
shape a more sustainable future.

Electricity generation from wind energy systems will
reduce air pollution and help slow global climate
change. It will increase the fuel diversity and security
of our electric system, reduce the impacts of coal
mining, and relieve pressure to extract oil and gas
from fragile environments. It will provide a hedge
against increases in the price of fossil fuels while
reducing the need to build new central power plants.
And industrial or agricultural activity can continue in
and around wind tower sites. Many people see
renewable energy, and particularly wind energy, as a
substantial part of Michigan’s diversified energy supply
in the future.

A study released in 2006 by the Rand Corporation
states, “Wind is the fastest growing form of renewable
energy in the United States and the only source of
renewable energy that is currently cost-competitive in
multiple markets with conventional electricity
sources.” Wind production capacity in the United
States has grown approximately 30% annually in
recent years. (Rand 2006).




