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Curator’s corner
by Mason McNair, garden Curatorr

Cultivating Change: A Curator’s First Year in the Horticulture Gardens
As I reflect on my first year as curator of the Horticulture Gardens, I’m struck by the energy,
collaboration, and vision that have shaped our journey. This year has been one of growth—both literal
and organizational—as we’ve welcomed new team members, launched strategic planning efforts, and
deepened our commitment to education, accessibility, and innovation.

Garden Team Updates: Strengthening Our Roots
We’ve expanded and restructured our team to better serve the diverse needs of our gardens and
visitors:

Dan Bulkowski retired from our Gardens & Teaching Greenhouse Manager after more than 25
years with us. Thank you for everything you did to make us what we are today!
Steven Peterson joined us as our new Gardens & Teaching Greenhouse Manager, bringing fresh
energy to our facilities and operations.
Tes Smith stepped into the role of South Gardens Manager, overseeing the 4H Children’s
Garden, Delapa Perennial Garden, and Rose Garden with care and creativity.
Jessica Wright continues to shine as our Education Coordinator and now also serves as our
primary administrator, streamlining operations and outreach.
We’re currently hiring a new Events and Marketing Manager to succeed Amy McCausey, who will
retire in December 2025 after years of dedicated service.

Strategic Planning: Unifying Our Vision
For the first time since 2008, we’re developing a new strategic plan to guide the future of the
Horticulture Gardens. This includes revisiting our mission, vision, goals, and branding—with input
from a wide range of stakeholders including faculty, staff, students, donors, teachers, field trip
participants, visitors, and industry partners.

One of the most visible shifts will be our effort to unify our identity as the Horticulture Gardens. Each
space will retain its name and unique character, like the Lewis Landscape Arboretum, 4H Children’s
Garden, Delapa Perennial Garden, and Carter Annual & Trial Garden, but will be unified under a
shared mission and vision. 

Our guiding principle is simple: respect and build on the past while embracing the future of
horticulture and education. We proudly remain gateless, free to all, and deeply committed to honoring
the legacy of those who’ve shaped the gardens over the years.



Partnerships & Innovation: Planting Seeds for the
Future
This year, we’ve rekindled and grown industry
partnerships with organizations like Walters Gardens,
SunGro Horticulture, Hunter Irrigation, and more.
These collaborations are helping us expand our
educational offerings and infrastructure. We’ve had
numerous research projects across MSU Plant
Science departments use the gardens to facilitate
their research on photosynthesis, plant-insect
interactions, plant disease, milkweed breeding, tomato
genetics, and more!

We’ve also begun integrating new teaching tools into
our programming:
3D printed butterfly lifecycle models, developed with
Polymaker Education, are bringing science to life for
young learners.

We’re planning to build multiple FarmBots by year’s
end to support hands-on learning in automation and
sustainable agriculture.

New curriculum exploring the science of chocolate is
in development, featuring a CocoaPress Chocolate
3D Printer—a delicious way to connect biology,
chemistry, and engineering.

This year has been incredibly enlightening for me, and
I’ve truly enjoyed meeting everyone who has stopped
by. As we move forward, we invite our community to
continue to grow with us, share your insights, and help
shape the next chapter of the Horticulture Gardens.
Here's to a future rooted in collaboration and curiosity.

3D Printed Butterfly Life Cycle

FarmBot

3D Printed Chocolate



Garden happenings

Our Tenth Annual Houseplant & Succulent
Sale is right around the corner.  MSU
Horticulture Gardens are mostly self-funded.
Consider supporting these beautiful gardens
to keep them running for many years to
come.
 
Don’t miss out on the Houseplant &
Succulent Sale! 
 
Friday, November 7, 8am-4pm
1066 Bogue St, East Lansing 48824
 

Houseplant & Succulent Sale
Poinsettia Sale (online sales only)
Poinsettia Pick Up

November 7
November 11 - December 13

December 2-13

As the wedding season draws to an end, we are
looking toward the 2026 season.  If you know
someone hosting a wedding, a baby shower,
bridal shower, birthday celebration or memorial
service please reach out to our Venue Manager at
gardens@msu.edu.

 Plant Sale  WEDDING SEASON

Reciprocal Garden

Spotlight, see pg 9
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10th Annual Houseplant Sale

Lithops spp.

Our Tenth Annual Houseplant and Succulent Sale is coming up and we’ve
been busy growing some amazing plants for you all. There are so many
great options to choose from but here are a few of our staff favorites:

Philodendron brandtianum also known as the Silver Leaf Philodendron. If
you are looking for fantastic foliage this plant is for you. This plant likes to
vine, you can grow it as a hanging plant or give it the support of a trellis and
it will happily climb as high as you let it.

Lithops species, commonly known as Living Stones are a perennial favorite
of ours. These little cuties are a genus of succulents native to South Africa.
They are used to long periods of drought in their natural habitat and as a
houseplant you are more likely to kill them by caring too much.

Philodendron brandtianum

Nepenthes spp.

by Abby Makowski, Trial Garden Manager

Nepenthes species, the Tropical Pitcher Plants
are another one we love. These carnivorous
plants are a fun addition to any houseplant
collection. Pitcher Plants require distilled or RO
water, and do not need to be fertilized because
they get all their required nutrients from
capturing insects in their pitchers and dissolving
them. 

Sansevieria  trifasciata  are  an  old  standby  for 
houseplant experts and amateurs alike. Known by many as Snake Plants or Mother-In-Law’s Tongue,
these plants are known to be hard to kill. They require little maintenance and come in many shapes,
sizes, and colors. With so much variety there is a Snake Plant for everyone!

Sansevieria trifasciata
Euphorbia neorubella

Euphorbia neorubella is another plant that is new to
our collection and houseplant sale. The swollen stem
of this plant is known as a caudex. Caudiciform plants
are commonly found is desert regions and use their
large trunks to store water. Known as Red
Monadenium, this succulent likes high light and free
draining soil.



Introducing Steven Peterson
by Steven peterson, Gardens & Teaching greenhouse manager

Hello, everyone, my name is Steven Peterson. I
replaced Dan Bulkowski as the manager of the
Horticulture Gardens and Teaching
Greenhouses. Dan spent many years working for
this great institution, and I know everyone will
miss him dearly. I am very excited for this
amazing opportunity to lead such a great team of
horticulturists and to work beside the best faculty
in the world. 

I want to take this opportunity to tell everyone a
little bit about me. I graduated from high school in
1994 and immediately enlisted in the military,
where I served 25 years in the U.S. Army with 17
of those years in Special Forces. I had many great
experiences and gained a ton of leadership
experience that will prove invaluable in this
position. I started my horticulture career after
retirement as a student in a truly amazing
Landscape Gardening program at Sandhills
Community College in Southern Pines, NC. I
quickly discovered the vast knowledge required in
horticulture and decided to transfer to Michigan
State University, where I recently graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in Horticulture Science. Like
everyone else who graduates from college, I
definitely won’t have all the answers, but I have an
amazing team that can accomplish anything we
put our minds to. I am married to my wonderful
wife, Sarah, and have two truly outstanding young  

y



adult kids: Matthew, who attends college at  Taylor
University, and Brooke, a junior at Williamston High
School. Of course, I mention my puppy, Nala.

Our 14 acres of gardens is a massive undertaking
with so many separate gardens, themes, water
features, and ideas. I already see how important our
entire team is, and by team, I mean our staff here at
the gardens, our volunteers, student interns,
department faculty, donors, and industry
professionals, and of course, the Infrastructure,
Planning, and Facilities (IPF) Trades professionals.
We could not do what we do without all of you. 

I am grateful for the opportunity and look forward to
connecting with everyone throughout this journey.

Go Green! 



Leaves are starting to fall here in the
gardens! Over the last month students,
volunteers, and the South Garden Manager
have been working hard to keep the
Perennial and Michigan 4-H Children’s
gardens looking spry! As we move into fall
here is how a few of our display beds have
changed 🙂 

Recently our amazing volunteers
worked on planting mums,
pansies, and heuchera in the
Children’s garden entrance. Over
the summer this bed consisted of
Canna lilies, Coleus, SunPatiens,
and dusty miller. 

THE SOUTH
GARDEN - FALL
UPDATE

Bed Planted: April 17 2025
Photo taken: Aug. 20 2025 Bed Planted: Sept. 23 2025

Photo taken: Oct. 1 2025 

Yellow Mums
have  taken
over the Pot of
Gold!PERENNIAL GARDEN 

During the last week of September volunteers &
managers tackled weeding the sprucing up this
large native bed in the perennial garden. 

After Before



AHS Reciprocal 

Garden Spotlight 



4-H Children’s Garden
Program Recap 4-H Children’s Garden
Program Recap 

 

We kicked off our summer programs this year with a Fairy and Elves
Garden Party. Fairy wands were made, and fairy gardens planted by
all who attended. We also hosted Digger Day and a new program to
end our summer: Beach Day. We continued our partnership with the
East Lansing Public Library and the "Stories in the Garden" program.
Teens from the library came out three times and read stories to
garden visitors. Our two very popular camps were back this
summer. Garden Writers created poems, penned fairy tales, and much
more, all while enjoying the garden. Camp Monet hosted 27 artists
this year. The focus of camp this year was "Art in Nature". We
created art from flowers, did a study of honeybees, and painted
with soil.  

Out in the garden this summer, our interns started the season
fighting some very persistent groundhogs, but they persevered, and
our sunflowers and kale looked great. The team has been working
hard to put in our fall displays, and the garden is still holding
strong even with the late-season drought.

This year, the 4-H Children’s Garden hosted over 10,000 students from more
than 200 schools. During their visit, students explored the garden, learned
about plant life cycles, and even tasted honey. Additionally, over 500
students from the Michigan State University Department of Education
visited the garden as part of their Teacher Education courses. They enjoyed
field trips exploring both the outdoor garden and the butterflies.

Our Butterflies in the Garden season was
another huge success! The indoor garden
underwent a large renovation, which
included new flooring and a redesigned
space. Students got to interact with our
new area, which now features important
plants from the rainforest and a new
desert biome.



10% Off Plant
Sales 

Members not only get
10% at our spring plant
sale but also our fall
and poinsettia sales! 

VIP Early Plant
Sale access 

Members get to enjoy
the best selections and
get a first look at both
spring and fall sales.

Free admission
and exclusive
discounts to over
300 gardens

As a garden member
you can enjoy exclusive
discounts and free
admission to gardens
throughout the US. 

Discounts on all
Hort Gardens
Educational
Programs 

Members will received
discounts on educational
programs including
Curious Gardener,
lectures and more.  

More Perks! 

Family membership
and above receive
Special invitation (for
two) to our Annual VIP
Wine and Chocolate
Donor Reception
Contributors enjoy 5
free 2-hour parking
permits
Patrons enjoy free
parking during the
garden season and a
free 4"x8"
commemorative brick
place in the garden on
your behalf

MSU Horticulture Gardens
Membership Perks
 

To purchase a 2026 Membership 
(beginning Nov 10) and learn more

visit www.hrt.msu.edu/join 




