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CLOVER CHRONICLES 
Isabel la County  

Seeking Teen 4-H Council Representatives  
 

Are you a teen passionate about leadership and making a difference in 
your community? Isabella County 4-H is looking for youth representatives 
to join the 4-H Council! 
 

What is the Isabella County 4-H Council?  
The 4-H Council is the main decision-making body for the county 4-H program. It 
works alongside staff to plan programs, set policies, and guide the future of 4-H 
in Isabella County. Monthly meetings are held the 4th Tuesday of the month at 
6:30 PM, at Lincoln Township Hall and are open to all 4-H leaders and  
interested people. 
 

Link to Teen Representative application: http://www.canr.msu.edu/
isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms 

Curious about AI & Robotics in Agriculture? 
Join Dairy Dreamers 4-H club for an exciting presentation on how  

technology is shaping the future of farming! There will be speakers lined 

up do a presentation on Artificial Intelligence and Robotics in Agriculture.  
 

Everyone is welcome to attend this free event at the Isabella County 

Commission on Aging on Saturday, January 17, from 11:30 AM - 1:30 PM. 

Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP to the Extension office if you would 

like to attend by calling or emailing (989-317-4079 or antveli3@msu.edu). 

2026 4-H Calendars Now Available 
4-H calendars are available for pick-up at the Extension office. Stop by 
and get one! 

THANK YOU - TSC Paper Clover Campaign 

We would like to say a big THANK YOU to everyone who volunteered 

to work a shift (or several shifts) during the fall Paper Clover Campaign at 

TSC! We greatly appreciate your help!  

Royal Ambassador Program 
Packets will be available on Monday, January 12. They will be online and 
at the Extension office. All packets will be due on Friday, May 1 at 4 PM. 
Any questions, please contact Lillian Albaugh at 989-513-8202. 

http://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms
http://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/isabella_county_4_h/newsletters-and-forms
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CLUB CORNER 
Crackerjack - In December our members baked cookies and put together 12 boxes of  
cookies. We went Christmas caroling and passed out cookies to the places we sang at.  
Past members joined us to sing, we’ve been doing this for 50 plus years! 
 

Evergreen - At our January meeting, we discussed our roles and jobs for our upcoming  
Spaghetti Supper that will be held on February 7 from 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm at the Rosebush St. 
Henry's Hall. We also split into groups of specific species and started getting ready for the 
fair. 
 

Pony Creek - Animal weigh in dates were provided. 4-H Council is seeking teen council 
members and various dates were provided for upcoming experiences. Our group did a bake 
sale at TCS over the Thanksgiving Holiday. Melisa Foster will be an assistant administrative 
leader to our club. We ended with finger foods to celebrate the Christmas Holiday. 
 

Western Spurs - In December, we had the wonderful opportunity to visit Rosebush Manor to 
spread some holiday cheer. Club members decorated residents’ doors with fun and  
festive holiday decorations, helping bring the spirit of the season throughout the building. 
While decorating, members also spent time visiting with residents, sharing smiles,  
conversations, and companionship. This meaningful experience allowed our club to give 
back to the community while brightening the holidays for everyone involved. 

Small Animal News  

• If you have been enrolled in a small animal project for at least two 

years and are enrolled as a Teen Leader, and are interested in  

applying to be a Teen Superintendent during fair week, please 

complete the appropriate form and turn it in at the Extension office 

by January 13. You will be contacted in February if you are         

selected for one of the positions. 

 

• If you are a rabbit member, you will also want to start making 

some connections for your 2026 fair project. A good resource would be the State 4-H Rabbit 

show on January 24, at the MSU Pavilion. See details on the flier on page 8. 

4-H Capitol Experience 
Save the dates: March 15-17 in Lansing 

For youth in 9th grade to age 19. Scholarships 

are available from Isabella County 4-H Council. 

Contact Liz (antveli3@msu.edu) for more  

information or visit: https://

www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience 

Fair Auction Checks - Reminder 

Still Exhibit & Small Animal Auction 

checks are only valid for a couple 

more days. Please cash your check 

soon if you haven’t already done so.  

mailto:antveli3@msu.edu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/index
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/index
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Adulting 101 
We have an exciting new line up of Adulting 101 sessions coming up in 

2026! Join us monthly for FREE online sessions to build life skills helpful in 
transitioning to "adulthood."  

 
Learn more and sign up here:  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExb0M5TzN0NlZRT3ZqU2YyQnNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6XU3sYwjStJAEQhel8e9_BBHudeLSOiQFlZq5wFbFEU7176neoDfG1CnfoEQ_aem_iY3_0BlZy1dTmB7TJThbUQ
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https://4hwinterfest2026.4honline.com  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-beyond-ready-basics-

bringing-the-vital-elements-to-life-in-your-4-h-club 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-wild-spartans-january 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/avoiding-money-mishaps-jan13 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026 

 https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-state-4-h-rabbit-and-cavy-show-and-expo 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-winterfest
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-beyond-ready-basics-bringing-the-vital-elements-to-life-in-your-4-h-club
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-beyond-ready-basics-bringing-the-vital-elements-to-life-in-your-4-h-club
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-wild-spartans-january
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/avoiding-money-mishaps-jan13
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2026
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-state-4-h-rabbit-and-cavy-show-and-expo
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Registration is open at: 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-state-4-h-rabbit-and-

cavy-show-and-expo 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-state-4-h-rabbit-and-cavy-show-and-expo
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2026-state-4-h-rabbit-and-cavy-show-and-expo
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Coordinator’s Corner – January 2026 
 

Happy New Year, 4-H families! 

 

As we welcome 2026, I can’t help but feel excited about all the opportunities ahead for our Isabella 

County 4-H youth. A new year brings fresh energy, new goals, and so many meaningful  

experiences for our members to grow, lead, and discover their spark. 

 

This year is packed with incredible statewide and county events including 4-H Capitol Experience, 

Winterfest, Exploration Days, and more. These programs allow youth to explore career interests, 

build leadership skills, meet peers from across Michigan, and see firsthand how their voices can 

make a difference. 

 

One event I am especially excited about this year is our AI in Agriculture Series. When many people 

hear “artificial intelligence,” there is often concern about AI taking over jobs or replacing people. In 

agriculture, however, AI is being used as a powerful tool to support farmers, not replace them.  

Today, farmers use AI for robotic milking systems, monitoring herd health, improving feed efficiency, 

and detecting animal health concerns earlier than ever before. These technologies help farmers 

make better, data-driven decisions while still relying on the knowledge, care, and problem-solving 

skills that only people can provide. For our youth, this opens the door to exciting career pathways in 

agriculture, technology, engineering, animal science, data analysis, and farm management. 

Through 4-H projects and hands-on learning, youth can explore how innovation connects to  

real-world farming and how they can be part of shaping the future of agriculture. 

 

One important reminder as you look at these opportunities: cost should never be a barrier. Thanks 

to the incredible support of our community, local sponsors, and donors through efforts like the  

Tractor Supply Clover Campaign and our county endowment fund, we are able to cover a minimum 

of 50% of participation fees for every 4-H’er interested in attending events such as Capitol  

Experience, Winterfest, and Exploration Days. If you have ever thought, “That sounds amazing, but 

I’m not sure we can afford it,” please reach out—we are here to help. 

 

2026 is shaping up to be an exciting year for Isabella County 4-H, and I look forward to seeing our 

youth step outside their comfort zones, try new things, and continue becoming Beyond Ready for 

whatever comes next. 

 

 
Liz Antvelink 
4-H Program Coordinator, Isabella County 



 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are 
open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political 

beliefs, sexual orientation, marital status, family status or 
veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, 
acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture. Quentin Tyler, Director, MSU 
Extension, East Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for 

educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or 
trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension or 

bias against those not mentioned. 
    

“Accommodations for persons with disabilities may be requested 
by contacting the MSU Extension office at (989) 317-4079 at 
least 7 days prior to the scheduled event to ensure sufficient 

time to make arrangements. Requests received after this time 
will be met when possible.” 

 

 

 
Liz Antvelink, 4-H Program Coordinator  

antveli3@msu.edu  
 

Nonie Gross, Secretary 
Monica Jean, Field Crops Educator 

Eric Karbowski, District 6 Director  
Kara Lynch, Food Safety Educator 
Misty Oebel, Farm Stress Educator 

 

Isabella County 
510 W. Pickard Street 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48858 
 

Phone: (989) 317-4079 

msue37@msu.edu 
 

Website:   

https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/ 

https://www.facebook.com/

IsabellaCounty4H/ 

Isabella County 4-H Calendar   

January 
17 

AI & Robotics in Agriculture @ Com-
mission on Aging 

11:30 AM - 
1:30 PM 

19 OFFICE CLOSED  

27 4-H Council @ Lincoln Twp Hall 6:30 PM 

SAVE THE DATES 
 
 

4-H Winterfest 
February 7, 2026 

 

4-H Day at the Breslin Center 
March 1, 2026  

 

Dairy Feeder Weigh-In 
March 21, 2026 

 

Swine Tagging 
May 3, 2026 

 

Sheep Weigh-In 
May 9, 2026 

 

4-H Exploration Days 
June 17-19, 2026 

 

Isabella County Youth & Farm Fair 
August 1 - 9, 2026 

 
 

https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/isabella/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/
https://www.facebook.com/IsabellaCounty4H/

