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4 | GUIDELINES FOR RING STEWARDS

GUIDELINES FOR 
RING STEWARDS
The ring steward is best described as the judge’s assistant. The steward 
works with the judge, the announcer, the gate person, and the exhibi-
tors to ensure that the show runs smoothly and efficiently. A 4-H ring 
steward should have showing experience and should at least be a 4-H 
teen aged 13 and up. The duties of the ring steward include:

1. Meeting with the judge, the announcer, the show chairperson, 
committee members, or superintendents as soon as possible 
before the show begins. Any special rules applying to the show 
should be discussed. The number of entries at which classes will 
be split, and who is to be responsible for keeping track of splits, 
should be decided.

2. Carrying a copy of the show class list, 4-H rules (this book), and any 
special rules for the show. The ring steward should help keep the 
judge informed of the type of class being judged.

3. Knowing when all of the entrants in a class have entered the arena 
and checking for scratches.

4. Helping keep the ring safe by watching for unruly or unsafe horses 
and asking the judge to excuse them.

5. Paying special attention to young or inexperienced exhibitors and 
helping to keep them safe.

6. Working with the judge, the announcer, and the arena gate person 
to help keep classes moving.

7. Being as courteous as possible to all involved. However, the ring 
steward should not “visit over the fence” with spectators, with 
exhibitors, or with the judge.

8. Staying out of the judge’s line of vision.

9. Not helping the judge place the class in any way.

10. Acting as a buffer between the judge and the exhibitors and spec-
tators.

FITTING & SHOWING 
DIVISION
In judging 4-H fitting and showing classes, judges should emphasize 
the exhibitors’ ability to handle and show their horses and to recognize 
breed customs, with safety as the major consideration.

The horse’s conformation is not judged, since the horse is considered a 
means of displaying the exhibitor’s abilities.

The judge or show management will designate a pattern to demon-
strate the exhibitor’s ability to handle and show the horse to greatest 
advantage. Patterns are not limited to the examples provided in this 
publication.

APPOINTMENTS OF HORSE—Tack must be clean, neat, supple, and 
properly fitted. Appointments of the horse for the various divisions follow.

• Western—Horse must be shown in a halter. The use of a chain end 
lead shank with the chain under the horse’s jaw or over the horse’s 
nose is permitted for safety reasons.

• English (saddle seat type)—Horse may be shown in a bridle if over 
age 2. (Exception: Arabians may be shown in a suitable show halter 
at any age.) The snaffle rein should be removed or secured to the 
mane at the withers. Whips or crops may be used with discretion.

• English (hunter seat type)—Horse may be shown in a bridle (snaffle, 
kimberwick, or pelham) if over age 2. A plain leather halter with 
throat latch is also acceptable.

APPOINTMENTS OF EXHIBITOR—Exhibitor appointments must be 
clean and neat. Appointments for the various sections follow.

• Western—Exhibitor must wear a western hat or protective headgear, 
western boots (fashion heels are prohibited), a long-sleeved shirt with 
a collar (including standup, tuxedo, oxford, button-down, turtleneck, 
and mock turtleneck) and long pants. If the pants have belt loops, a belt 
must be worn. A tie, pin, choker, necklace, or scarf is required for open- 
collared shirts. Gloves are optional.

• English Saddle Seat—Exhibitors must wear jackets in conservative 
colors such as black, blue, grey, or brown in fitting and showing. 
Riding habits for equitation classes will consist of a jacket (with 
collars and lapels of the same conservative color) with matching 
Kentucky jodhpurs (with pants straps to hold jodhpurs in place), a 
collared shirt, tie, vest, and gloves. A derby of matching color or 
protective headgear may be worn. Boots should be jodhpur boots 
of patent leather or leather in complementary colors. Conservative 
colors for informal riding habits include black, blue, grey, burgundy, 
green, beige, or brown, and may contain herringbone, pinstripes, or 
other combinations of colors that appear solid. For exhibitors riding 
in the pleasure division, day coats may be worn. Derby may match 
Kentucky jodhpurs. Whips and unrowelled spurs are optional.

• English Hunter Seat—Entrants must wear hunt-style jackets or 
blazers in conservative colors (including but not limited to black, 
blue, hunter green, brown). Traditional hunt shirts in conserva-
tive colors are required, including but not limited to white, ivory, 
pale pink, lavender, yellow, green, blue, or subtle patterns. Riding 
breeches and hunt boots or jodhpurs with garters or legging straps 
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and jodhpur boots, are required. Recommended colors for breeches 
include tan, rust, grey, or olive. ASTM-SEI–approved hunt caps are 
required when riders are mounted. Approved hunt caps are optional 
in fitting and showing; however, some form of hunt cap must be 
worn when exhibitors are wearing hunter seat attire. Regular ties or 
stock ties and stock pins are acceptable.

Note: Numerical breakdowns of criteria evaluated in each event will be 
provided throughout this book. These breakdowns don’t represent every 
judge’s scoring system, but are shared for educational purposes only.

Fitting & Showing Criteria Points

Appearance of horse ....................................................................... $40

Condition & thriftiness (20)

Grooming (15)

Tack (5)

Showmanship .................................................................................. $40

Actions (10)

Leading (15)

Posing (15)

Exhibitor presentation .................................................................... $20

Attitude (5)

Appearance (5)

Ring deportment (10)

Total ............................................................................................... $100

CRITERIA EXPLANATION
APPEARANCE OF HORSE (40 points)

Condition and thriftiness (20 points)

• Smooth, glossy coat and hard, rippling muscles

• Alertness and vigor

• Loose, pliable skin that is clean and healthy with fine, smooth, glossy hair

• Evidence of correct balance of nutrition, care, and exercise

• Excess fat or a thin, unthrifty condition is objectionable, and may be 
penalized at the judge’s discretion.

• As stated in general rule 34, horses should demonstrate a body 
condition score of 4 or greater.

Grooming (15 points)

• Clean, well-brushed hair coat; dust, dandruff, and stains are objec-
tionable.

• Areas around the eyes, ears, muzzle, nostrils, between the legs, 
under the tail, and the sheath (male animals only) must be clean.

• Mane and tail trimming and braiding should correspond to breed 
standards. The mane and tail must be clean and free of snarls, with 
the mane trained properly to fall on one side of the neck.

• Long hair should be trimmed from the fetlocks, bridle path, whis-
kers, throat latch, and ears to correspond to breed standards. Hair 
left inside the ears to protect against insects will not be penalized.

Tack (5 points)

• Must be clean, neat, supple, and properly fitted.

SHOWMANSHIP (40 points)

• Manners and actions in handling the horse should reflect the time 
and effort spent in training. Actions of the horse indicate a willing 
response to the exhibitor.

• Exhibitor and horse should demonstrate the ability to work calmly 
and quietly in the class. Figure 2 illustrates patterns that might be 
used in a fitting and showing class.

• The exhibitor should lead from the left side of the horse, holding the 
lead shank in the right hand about 8 to 12 inches from the halter. 
Smaller exhibitors may need a longer hold. Emphasis should be 
placed on light control of the horse with minimum pressure on the 
lead shank to allow the horse to hold its head naturally. A loose, flop-
ping lead strap is objectionable. Any excess strap length should be 
held loosely in the left hand in a figure eight coil or in a loose loop 
for safety.

• The horse should move readily and freely at a walk and trot (or 
second gait for gaited horses) with very little urging by the exhibitor. 
Those breeds that do not trot at halter should be shown according 
to breed standards. The exhibitor should stay in position by the 
near (left) side of the horse’s neck, preferably halfway between the 
horse’s head and shoulder. A well-trained horse will move rapidly at 
a gait and speed equal to the speed at which the exhibitor is moving.

• The judge will designate an acceptable pattern for showing the 
horse’s way of going. There are several points to remember when 
showing and moving a horse.

 – The horse should move out quickly and quietly when signaled to 
do so by the exhibitor.

 – When moving toward or away from the judge or ring steward, the 
horse should be kept in a straight line.

 – The exhibitor should move in a brisk, alert manner and allow 
enough slack in the lead rope for the horse’s head to move freely. 
When walking behind another horse, the exhibitor should keep at 
least a horse length between themself and the horse ahead.

 – When stopping the horse in front of the judge or ring steward, the 
exhibitor should stop approximately a horse length away.

 – The horse should set up quickly and stand squarely (or according 
to breed standards.)

 – The exhibitor should stay to one side and not block the judge’s 
view of the horse.

 – When lining up horses, if there is not room to enter the existing 
line safely, exhibitors should start a new line (with help from the 
ring steward).

• Turns are usually made to the right. Small turns or pull turns (90 degrees 
or less) may be made to the left when common sense or safety applies, 
but collection and control of the horse are important. The horse must 
be under control and not free to swing its hindquarters. When a turn 
requires a pivot, the ideal turn should involve the horse pivoting on the 
right hind leg. The pivot foot should remain steady and the horse should 
not switch feet while turning. An exhibitor should not be penalized if the 
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6 | FITTING & SHOWING DIVISION

horse pivots on the left hind leg; however, more credit should be given 
to the exhibitor with the more correct pivot.

• Donkeys and Mules—The exhibitor may use their hand on a donkey
or mule’s shoulder or nose to help position its feet when posing.
Turns should be a pivot on the haunches. Exhibitors should hold the
lead shank in the right hand about 6 to 12 inches from the halter. A
donkey exhibitor may carry a crop and have a trailer to assist at the
trot.

• Exhibitor Position—When the horse is in the posed position (see
fig. 3) and the judge walks past or around the horse, the exhibitor
should be in areas A or B. A and B are to the side, but ahead of the
horse. This position allows the most ease of moving from side to side 
with as little motion as possible. The area around the horse is divided 
into four quadrants as shown. The handler should be in the quad-
rant adjacent to the quadrant the judge is occupying, as follows:

Figure 2. Sample fitting and showing patterns.

Judge’s Position Exhibitor’s Position
Quad 1

Quad 2

Quad 3

Quad 4

B

A

B

A

• Note the shaded “safe zones” in figure 4. These are the safe areas
where the exhibitor is out of the direct line of a sudden lunge, a
strike from the front legs or a kick from the back legs. In halter and
fitting and showing classes the exhibitor can move to either side of
the horse. This is safe if the horse is properly trained before entering
the show ring. A horse acts independently on each side; there-
fore, it must be trained to lead, stand, and show from each side.
The shaded areas in figure 4 indicate the safe areas for showing a
horse from either side. Note the danger zone directly in front of the
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horse. Learn to stand toward the front, not in the danger zone, but 
out of the direct line of action of a strike or a lunge. The exhibitor 
can cross the danger zone to get from one side of the horse to the 
other. Remaining in the danger zone, including when backing, is a 
major fault.

• When it is necessary to let the judge inspect the horse’s near (left)
side, step into the safe zone on the off (right) side as shown in figure
4. An exhibitor should not remain in the danger zone longer than the 
moment it takes to cross in front of the horse. A good exhibitor will
try to use positions within the safe zones where they can watch both 
the horse and the judge.

• The exhibitor can pass between the judge and the horse as the judge 
moves around the animal. In doing so, the exhibitor should avoid
blocking the judge’s view longer than the moment required to step
quickly and quietly between the horse and the judge.

EXHIBITOR PRESENTATION (20 points)

• Businesslike and friendly.

• Cooperates with the judge, ring steward, and other exhibitors.

• Concentrates on showing the horse and is not distracted by people
and events outside the ring.

• Is courteous, attentive, and maintains a sportsmanlike attitude
toward officials, other exhibitors, and all horses.

• Portrays confidence in the horse’s training and in their own ability to
present the animal.

HALTER DIVISION
APPOINTMENTS OF HORSE—Tack must be clean, neat, supple, and 
properly fitted. Appointments of the horse for the various divisions 
follow.

• Western—Horse must be shown in halter. The use of a chain end lead 
shank with the chain under the horse’s jaw or over the horse’s nose
is permitted for safety reasons.

• English (saddle seat type)—Horse may be shown in a bridle if over
age 2. The snaffle rein should be removed or secured to the mane at
the withers. Whips or crops may be used with discretion. Exception:
Arabians may be shown in a pleasure type or fine horse show halter
at any age.

• English (hunter seat type)—Horse may be shown in a bridle (such as
a snaffle, kimberwick, or pelham) if over age 2. A plain leather halter
with throat latch is also acceptable.

• Draft—Horse should be shown in a white rope halter or flat white
nylon or leather halter with matching lead strap. Show sticks are
optional, but abusive use of show sticks will be penalized.

APPOINTMENTS OF EXHIBITOR—Exhibitor appointments must be 
clean and neat. Appointments for the various sections follow.

• Western—Exhibitor must wear a western hat or protective headgear, 
western boots (fashion heels are prohibited), a long-sleeved shirt
with a collar (including band, standup, tuxedo, oxford, button-down,
or turtleneck) and long pants. If the pants have belt loops, a belt
must be worn. One-piece equitation suits are permissible. A tie, pin,
choker, or scarf is required. Gloves are optional.

• English Saddle Seat—Exhibitors must wear jackets in conservative
colors such as black, blue, grey, or brown. Pleasure class exhibitors
may wear day coats. Clothing must include Kentucky jodhpurs that
match or coordinate with the jacket; a collared shirt; a tie; a derby,
soft hat, or protective headgear; and jodhpur boots. Whips, gloves,
and small boutonnieres are optional. Formal evening wear is inap-
propriate for daytime 4-H shows.

• English Hunter Seat—Exhibitors must wear hunt-style jackets or
blazers in conservative colors (including but not limited to blue,
black, hunter green, or brown). Traditional hunt shirts in conservative
colors are required. Riding breeches and hunt boots, or jodhpurs with 
garters or legging straps and jodhpur boots are required. Recom-
mended colors for jodhpurs include tan, rust, grey, or olive. Protec-
tive headgear is required (see General Rule 3). Regular ties or stock
ties and stock pins are acceptable.

horse pivots on the left hind leg; however, more credit should be given
to the exhibitor with the more correct pivot.

• Donkeys and Mules—The exhibitor may use their hand on a donkey 
or mule’s shoulder or nose to help position its feet when posing. 
Turns should be a pivot on the haunches. Exhibitors should hold the 
lead shank in the right hand about 6 to 12 inches from the halter. A 
donkey exhibitor may carry a crop and have a trailer to assist at the 
trot.

• Exhibitor Position—When the horse is in the posed position (see 
fig. 3) and the judge walks past or around the horse, the exhibitor 
should be in areas A or B. A and B are to the side, but ahead of the 
horse. This position allows the most ease of moving from side to side 
with as little motion as possible. The area around the horse is divided 
into four quadrants as shown. The handler should be in the quad-
rant adjacent to the quadrant the judge is occupying, as follows:

Figure 2. Sample fitting and showing patterns.

Judge’s Position Exhibitor’s Position
Quad 1

Quad 2

Quad 3

Quad 4

B

A

B

A

• Note the shaded “safe zones” in figure 4. These are the safe areas 
where the exhibitor is out of the direct line of a sudden lunge, a 
strike from the front legs or a kick from the back legs. In halter and 
fitting and showing classes the exhibitor can move to either side of 
the horse. This is safe if the horse is properly trained before entering 
the show ring. A horse acts independently on each side; there-
fore, it must be trained to lead, stand, and show from each side. 
The shaded areas in figure 4 indicate the safe areas for showing a 
horse from either side. Note the danger zone directly in front of the 

Figure 3. The quarter system of judging fitting and showing.

Figure 4. Danger and safety zones for handling horses.
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