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Rabbit Showmanship 

The goal of Rabbit Showmanship is to show the nudges that you are confident and knowledgeable in the 
handling and examining of the animal. The following is a general explanation of the showmanship procedure. 
Be sure that you review the Michigan 4-H Showmanship Guidelines. You may also want to have someone in 
the rabbit area show you how showmanship is done.  

Handling Rabbits 

First you will need to turn the rabbit so that you may pick it up. Make sure that you lift the rabbit high enough so 
that the toenails will not catch the carpet. Now that the rabbit is turned, grasp the ears and back of the neck 
and slightly lift. Now with your other hand lift the rabbit under its hindquarters. Place the rabbit against your 
chest in a football hold with the head tucked into your armpit. Make sure that the rabbit is always supported. 

Posing Rabbits 

Place the rabbit on the table facing the judge. Place the front feet under the eyes and the back feet under the 
hips. Placing your hand over the rabbit’s eyes will help to calm the rabbit. Make sure to set the ears and the 
tail. Once the rabbits posed, lower your arms to your sides and take a step back from the table.  

Examination of Rabbits 

In the examination the judge is looking for signs of illness, disease, and disqualification. 

Check the rabbit in the following order: 

  

1. Ears 

2. Eyes 

3. Now you need to check the underside. Turn the rabbit over using the techniques similar to handling the 
rabbit 

4. Nose 

5. Teeth 

6. Throat 

7. Front Legs 

8. Front Toenails 

9. Stomach 

10. Back Legs 

11. Hocks 
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12. Back Toenails 

13. Sex 

14. Tail  

15. Turn the rabbit back onto its feet to finish the examination. Be sure to pose your rabbit again. 

16. Tail carriage 

17. Ear Carriage 

18. Meat Quality 

19. Fur Quality 

20. Finish by re-posing the rabbit. 

 After the examination is complete the judge will ask you questions to test your knowledge of rabbits. 
Remember to review the Rabbit Showmanship Guidelines! 

Showmanship Questions and Answers 

 

Questions: 

 What breed is your rabbit? 

 What are the varieties/groups in your breed of rabbit? 

 What is the gestation period of a rabbit? 

 Tattoo goes in which ear? 

 What is the single most important nutrient for a rabbit? 

 How many teeth does a rabbit have? 

 How many toenails does a rabbit have? 

 How many different fur types are there? Name them. 

 How many body types are there? Name them. 

 How many breeds of rabbits are there? 

 What percentage of a rabbit’s body is bone? 

 What side of a rabbit has the most fur? 

 What is the misalignment of the upper and lower front teeth called? 

 At what age does a rabbit become a senior? 

 What is a sore or cracked foot called? 

 What is coccidiosis? 

 What is molt? What can bring it on? 



Answers: 

 Make sure you know the breed and variety of your rabbit. If not sure, ask! 

 Check the Standard of Perfection for this information 

 28 to 32 days 

 The rabbits left ear 

 Water 

 28 teeth 

 Front feet – 4 and dew claw. Back feet – 4. 

 4 fur types. Normal, satin, rex and wool. 

 5 body types. Compact, commercial, cylindrical, semi-arch, and full-arch. 

 49 recognized breeds  

 7 – 8 percent 

 The outside 

 Malocclusion. Also know as buck-teeth or wolf-teeth 

 Depends on breed. 6 class rabbits are seniors at 8 months old. 4 class at 6 months. 

 Sore hocks 

 A disease in the liver or intestines 

 When the rabbit sheds its fur. Weather changes, diet, disease, and stress. 
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4.H Rqbbir Fiiling ond Showing
FI
l(,obbit fitting ond showing gives 4-H'ers the
chonce lo compele wiih olher members in lheir
counly or from olher ports of the stole qnd io be
recognized for their occomplishmenls.

In most robbit shows, lhe robbits ore iudged, not
the 4-H'ers. In o fitting ond showing conlesl, how-
eveq fhe judge evoluoles exhibitors on fhe skills
they demonslrole ond lheir generol knowledge of
robbits. This moy include lhe porlicipont's knowl-
edge of robbit breeds, the core ond fiting of his
or her onimol, ond ils condition, heqlih ond nutri-
lionol slolus. The iudge qlso considers eoch por-
ficipont's presenfolion, ottilude ond behovior.

Fifiin9
"Fiiring" refers to choosing o robbit for show ond coring for it
lo enhonce its condilion ond oppeoronce. Fiiiing olso includes
ony preporolion of lhe robbil before the contest, such os
checking its generol heolth, lrimming ihe toenoils ond remov-
ing deod fur. Procticing good monogemenl techniques (sr,,ch os
proper onimol core ond coge or hutch core) will improve the
heolih ond oooeoronce of the robbit for show-

Ghoosing o Robbir
When you slorl o robbit proieci, chooslng
o robbit breed is o very imporiont decision.
There ore mony robbii breeds lo choose from,
oll of which hove different temperoments cnd
other chorocterisiics. A 4,H volunieer leoder
or on experienced robbit breeder con help you
decide which breed is best for you.

Consider both your size ond lhe size of lhe
robbii when choosing o robbit breed. Hov
ing on oppropriote moich is ess frustroting
for boll- lhe ex\ibior ond the judge (see I gs.
1 cnd 2 ot right). ll is besi if you don't pick o
ronning breed becouse lhey don'l pose wetl
ond will cosl you poinis. No motter which rob-
bit breed you choose, remember lhoi whot's
most impodont is how well you work with the
onimol io demonskote your knowledge of rob-
bits ond your hondling skills.

When choosing on onimol, il's o good ideo
lo choose o robbit lhot's older thon three

rr

Figure l.
Choosing o robbit thot is
loo lorge for you will moke
hondling difficult. (The robbit
obove is likely too lorge for
this exhibilor)

Figure 2.

Choose o robbit thot is o size
you con comfortobly hondle.
(The robbil obove is o better
choice for this exhibitor.)

Objectives
The objectives of 4-H robbit fitiing
ond showing conlesls ore lo help
young people develop:
> Knowledge ond skills to conduct

on occurole exominotion of robbit
heolth ond quolity.

r Responsibility, communicolion skills
ond decision-moking.

r Leodership quolities.
) Competilion ond sportsmonship

skills.
) An inleresl ond posilive ottilude

obor.rl roising ond working wilh
robbits.

) An oppreciotion for robbits ond
knowledge of how to hondle lhem
in o humone woy.

) To leorn ond grow from chollenges
ond occomplishmenls.

a.H tobbil llr|hg ond thcwht . ,|ll.hlgor Slat Unlv.r.hy lrt.n.lor . a.]l Ycoth D.y.lopn.nr



monlhs. In generol, younger robbils tend lo
get exciied more eosily thon older ones. Either
sex con be used in o 4-H conlesl. li's impor
tonl thot ihe robbit you choose for lhe conlesl
doesn't hove ony disquolificoiions. Pleose refer
lo lhe Americon Robbil Breeders Associolion
book, Stondord of Perfection, for your robbil's
breed siondord.

lf possible, choose your robbit oi leost 4 to 6
weeks before lhe conlesl so you hove enough
time to work with it ond to fomiliorize the rob-
bit with the showmonship process.

Coring for Your Robbif
To prepore for the fitting ond showing conlesl,
hondle your robbit often ond expose il 1o ofher
dislroctions such os unfomilior sounds (for
exomple, music ond conversotion), ond dif-
ferent lighting ond movemenls (such os olher
onimols ond humons moving neorby). Give ii
quolity feed ond fresh, cleon woter doily.

lf your robbit hos o minor diseose problem
(such os eor m;les) keol lhe conditior imme.
dioiely so thol the problem is complelely gone
by lhe time of lhe contest.

In some breeds, il is helpful to remove loose
fur by wetting your honds ond running the
polm of your honds bock ond forth over the
robbil from heod to toil.

All robbits need regulor toenoil trimming, es-
peciolly before o show. Use o heovy-duly noi
clipper ond be coreful lhol you don'i cul ioo
close or into lhe pink (or quick) or ihe noil will
bleed (see fig. 3).

Figure 3. T.imming the robbit's foenoils
with o noil cliooer.

Pcrticipont
Appecronce
Your oppeoronce during o 4-H robbit show-
monsh;p coniesl is o significont porl of your
presentotion. The guidelines on exhibitor
oppeoronce thot follow opply lo slole level
4-H robbil events. The superintendent or show
committee ol o couniy 4-H robbil fitfing ond
showing contest moy specify o dress code.
Foilure to meel lhese guidelines will cost you
oppeoronce po nts.

t Clcthing - Differenl events moy hove
different requiremenls, but your clothing
should olwoys be neoi ond cleon ond
should include long ponfs, slocks or o
knee lenglh or longer skirf. Your shoes

should hove closed loes ond be tidy. Shirts,

blouses ond lob cools should hove long
sleeves. Femole exhibiiors should ovoid
low-cul shirls. lf you weor o lie, secure it
(see fig. 4 on poge 3).

> H.i., Jkln ond Nqllt - Your hoir should
be neoly comoed. lf yor.., roue long 5oir,
tie it bock to keep it {rom folling into your
foce when you're stonding over the toble
hondling your robbit. Your foce ond honds
should be cleon. Your fingernoils should be
cleon, neolly kimmed ond unpolished

Your Rabbit's Condition
Condition is defined by ARBA os "The overoll physicol
stote of o robbit in relotion to heolthy cleonliness, fur, ond
grooming." (Poge 6, 201l-15 Siondord of
Perfection. ARBA-) The robb;t's condition rs

o sign of its heolth, meol ond fur quolilies. ta5. .rds
lls breed chorocleristics will olso be consid-
ered. The iudge will exomine eoch robbit on
lhe toble in o generol woy.

a-H r.bblt;l||lng ond Shorht . ,|ll.hlt.r t't t. Unlvcirlty Ert ndot . a-l| Yourh D.v.lopn.nr



> Jcwalty - li is recommended thot
exhibiiors noi weor iewe ry (with ihe
exceplion of medlcol idenlif icoiion broceleis
ond iogs.). Your show cloihing should be
lree of nomes, potches, pins ond olher
distrociions-

Shcwing
Showing is preseniing on onimol in o monner
thot highlighls lhe positive otjribuies of lhe oni-
mol ond demonskoles the person's husbondry
(onimol core), knowledge ond skills. Robbit
showmonship doesn'l slorl lhe week of lhe
coniesl; you should beg r p oclicing showing
lechniques weeks before the show. The iudge
wi I be evoluoting your core, knowledge, skills
ond obiliiy.

Beginning fhe Show
Porllclponts ore siJenl during ihe showmonship
port of the competition. You should speok only
in response io the iudge's queslions.

The showmonship competition begins when
the judge osks yoo to pose yoor robbil lo lhe
loble (see "Posing Your Robbit" on pg.5).
Stond behind the loble wilh your robbil in Ironl
of yoo, focing the judge. when lhe judge lells
you lo begin by soying "hondle your robbit,"
thol's your cue 1o perform the sieps described
in the "Hondling Your Robbit" seclion thot
follows.

Figure 5. Lifting ond supporling
your robbil. (right)

Figure 4. lmproper(left) ond proper clothing {right}.

NT
Dealinq With Rabbit
Misbehavior
Since you ore deoling wilh o live onimol during ihe con-
tesl. olmost ony'hing con hoppen. ll's importont lo keep o
cool heod. Don'l overreocl if your robbil does somelhing
lhol emborrosses you (such os leoving feces or uflne on
lhe loble or on yoLrr show clolhes).

Jusl remember these ore nolurol octivilies for o robbit ond
treoi them discreetly. Colmly conlinue lhrough your sfeps.
lf your robbil becomes ogiloted ond stressed while being
shown ond bites or nips you, iry not lo overreocl. lf your
robbit iries to breed or fight with the robbit next to you,
quickly seporoie lhe robbits ond repose your robbit on the
loble. All porliciponts must lry lo conkol lheir robbils on
the toble.

When exomining your robbit, you'll do better if you don't
let lhe robbil sense thol you ore ofroid o{ ils behov;or. Fill

yourself with confidence ond loke control
of vour robbit ond vou will do well. Rob-

bils ore creotures of hobii. The more you
proctice with your robbit the
eosier il will be lo show. Proctice, proclice
ond proctice some more,
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Figure 6.
(Srep 2)

Holding your
robbit.

Figure 7. (Step 2)
Holding your robbil Opt;on A

Figure 8. (Step 2)
Holding your robbit - Opt;on B

Figure 9. (step 2)
Holding - Oplion C

Hondling Your Rerbbif
slep l.
Lifiing ond supporiing your robbil, turn it sidewoys wiihoul
drogging ts loenoils on lhe iob e.

StGp 2.
P oce lhe polm of one hond direct y in froni of ihe robbii's
foce. Cup your olher po m oround the shoulders of ihe rob,
bit, directly behind ihe bose of the eors ond w lh your {ingers
in lhe oppropriote plcce. (This will depend on whlch of the
f nger p ocemeni options you choose frorn the list lhot fol-
lows.) Suppori the onimol by gently holding its shoulde,s w lh
yourcuppedhond. lfoiol possib e, iry nol lo grosp ihe fob
bii's sk n ond fur (see fig. 6). {This is why it's eosier lo exhibil o
srno ler robb I f your honds ore smol .)

t Oplion A: Holding on y one eor belweei your lhumb ond
poinler finger (see fig. 7).

t Opiion B: Ho ding both eors beh,reen thurnb ond pointer
finger (see f g. B).

) Option C: Holding one eor between yor,rr thumb ond
po nler finger ond ihe second eor between your poinler ond
m ddle finger (see f g. 9).

Slcp 3.
Keep ng your hond cupped on the robbil's shoulders, lft t by
lhe shou der ond eors, roising your hond so ils fronl legs ore
slighl y olf the iob e (see fig. l0).

Slcp a.
Use you' olher hond lo suppod ihe robbii's ower h ndquorlers
(see fig I l), OR gently poce one hond under lhe chest ond
the oiher under lhe rump.

Figure 10. (step 3)
Lifling your robbit

Figure I l. (Step 4)
Supporting lhe robbit os you
lifr
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SIGD 5.
Lifl the robbit ond bring ii
toword your body so ils heod
is in your elbow bend. Lower
your olher orm lo yoor side.
In this position, the robbil's
heod is hidden in your elbow
bend ond the robbit's weighl
is completely resiing on your
orm ond hond. The robbit's
front feet should be on your
foreorm, ond ihe bock feei in
yor,rr hond (see fig. l2).

SreF 5.
After lhe judge insfructs you
to "pose your robbil on the
loble," gently return it lo the
toble. (see fig. 13). The woy
to do ihis wil depend on lhe
size ond breed of the robbit
ond your size. Next, pose ii
focing the iudge cs described
in "Posing Your Robbii" (see

tig. l4).

The importont ihing is nol
how fosl you pick up lhe
robbil, but wherher the iudge
sees lhe vorious sleps you use
ond how we I you perforrn
them. However, don'1 expecl
lhe judge to ocknowledge
eoch slep os you perlorm t.

Figure 13. (Step 6)
Setting your robbit down

Figure
Holding

I 2. {step 5}
your robbit

Figure 14. Posing your robbit focing fhe judge
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Pose the robbit focing the judge. Pose your robbil ot leosl one
fool owoy from the robbit on either side ol i1. Posing the robbit
is done occordino io breed slondord.

When you proclice posing your robbil, moke
sure you hove o ioble ond o rug or piece o{
corpel on which lo p oce the onimol. Don't try
io pose the onimol on o smoolh surfoce be-
couse il won'l hove lirm footing ond moy slip.

To pose your robbil, complete the following steps occording to lhe breed stondord.

Stcpt 2. e 3.
Set eoch foreleg even with lhe

Stcp l.
Cover the robbit's heod ond
eyes wilh your hond.

a.H lcbbll llttlng and Showht . nl.hltln tlnl. Unlycrslry :rl.n.lon ' a.H Youth D.Y.lopn.nt



Slcpr |l a 5.
Sei eoch hlnd foot in line wilh the sfifle (ihe bock knee).

SrGp r.
Sel the eors
occordrng io the

Step t.
Smooih or fluf{ ihe

fur occording lo the
breed stondord,

StGp 6.
Sel lhe ioil so ihot ii s nol underneoih ihe robb 1.

Slcp 9.
Stond bor l t om tl-e toble ord ploce yo.-rr

orms ot your sides.

4-H rolbll llffrg lnd thowlng . t||l.hlgan Slor. Urly.tirt Exr. lon ' a-H Youth D.Y.lopn.tl



Stcp l.
Lift and iurn the robbil
under its chest ond the

sidewoys wiih one hond
olher under its rump.

In lhe exominolion port of the showrnonship confest, the judge
wil ottempl lo delermine eoch podiciponi's knowledge of how
to check hls or her robblt for disquolificotions ond quolify. The
judge wil evoluote you on how smoolhly, syslemolicoly ond
confidenlly you perform eoch of the exominolion steps. For
eoch step, begin with the side you ore mosl comforloble wilh.
Be consistenl however, ond continue with the some side of lhe
robbil you chose throughoul lhe exorn. This woy your move-
rnenis ore srnoother ond more sysiemotlc becouse you wi I

olwoys stori with lhe some side of ihe robbit.

The jrJdge will soy "exomine your robbit" when il is iime to
begin. The exominotion includes lhe lollowing steps:

StGp 2.
Start with ihe
heod oreo. Gen-
lly squeeze ihe

Stcp a.
Check lhe robbil's eyes by
pointing yoor poinfer finger
ol eoch eye, bul don't octuoly
louch lhe eye. Do ihis to moke
sure the onimol isn't blind,
doesn'l hove weepy or c oudy
eyes, ond hos lhe correcl eye
color for ils breed.

:lt

Stop 3.
Open ond exomine eoch eor
1o moke sure ihol lhe robblt
doesn'i hove eor miles. Also
check for ony nicks in the

r.l| l.lbh thllng |tnd thcwlng . fll.hlran llrlc Unlv.rrlry Extcn.lon . a.x youth D.v.lopd.nl



Stcp 5.
Turn your robbit smoolhly onto its bock. P oce
ihe po m of one hond direclly n froni of ihe
robb 1's foce. Cup your oiher polnr oround
ihe shoulders o{ the robbii, direcl y beh nd lhe
bose ol the eors. Appropr oie fingef p ocemenl
wil depend on which {inger plocemenl op
i on you choose. Support the onimol by genl y
ho ding its shoulders w ih your cupped hond.
Try noi lo gfosp the skin ond fur. Ho ding the
shoulders ond eors, use the opposile hond to
suppo,i lhe robb t's hlndquorrers. Lif he froni
end ond ro lihe hlndquorlers under. Do nol et
go 01 lhe shou ders. Releose you, hond from
ihe runrp io proceed wilh the exom. Moke sure
yoLJ provlde odequote supporl for lhe robb i
when you lLrrn ii over Don'] ol ow the onimo
to siruggle or kick.

{Nole: Th r is o ue y mpq 6l s-ep. beco ,.F
'he udge w'll obs.,,- wLrF l-F l,e obbi i

under your conlrol whi e you pe{orm lhe ex-
ominolion Slow ond smooih movements help
io mo nloin conlrol.) The robbil should now
be pos lioned wilh iis heod eiihef io your righi
or io your efi depending on whelher you ore
r ghl- or left-hcnded.

linger to lhe rabbil's nose oreo, genlly iouch-
ony orscnorge.

Slep 7.
Approoching lhe robbll
from obove, pu I ils ips
bock wilh your lhumb
ond index linger lo
check ihe cond tion of
lhe ieeih.

Corefu ly check for
crocKeo, cn ppeo,
broken or buck teeih
(molocclus on).

trcp 6.

ing ii lo look lor

Step 8.
Check ihe ihrooi or dew op c'eo {or obscesses or tuniors
si,oklng ufdef the chin w ih the I ct of your fingers.

by
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Slcp 9.
Genlly pul eoch fronl
if the legs ore siroight,

eg up seporotely 1o see
crooked or bowed.

Stcp I l.
Cup ond slide your hcnd over ihe chesl ond
obdominol oreos lo check for obscesses,
iumors ond other obnormolilies.

slcp I O.
With your ihumb,
genl y press the
footpod lo e)(iend
the fronl ioenoi s io
check the color ond
to look lor miss ng
or broken loenoils.
Check eoch toe
ond don'l forgel ihe
dewclow Wilh some

need to pu I the fur
bock lo expose lhe

Sfcp | 2.
When your cupped ond s iding hond reoches ihe ihigh oreo,
genlly squeeze lhe hlnd egs logethef to deierrnine lhe stro ghl
ness ol lhe hind legs ond 1o nole whelher lhey ore porolel.
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Stcp 13.
SLJpportlng ihe hind legs with your hond, use your lhumb lo
exomine eoch hock oreo for signs of sore hocks. You moy o so
grob eoch foot individuo ly, os long os yoLJ Lrse your lhumb lo

Srcp l a.
with yor" -hr"rb,ger'ly prsh or lhe reo

foolpods to exlend lhe toenoils lo check
the co or ond lo ook for missing or broken
toenoils. With some breeds, you moy need
to pu I the fur bock to expose the noils.

StcF 15.
Check lhe onimol's sex by holding
iis toi belween your polnler ond
middle fingers ond pressing down
lighl y in fronl of the sex orgon
wiih your thumb. Also exomine
this oreo for signs of ony diseose.

4-H Robbll ll|llng lrd Showlng .

gtcp 16.
While siil holding ihe loil beiween your
two fingers, slide your {ingers from ihe
bose lo lhe end of lhe loii to deiermine
wheiher ii hos been broken-

Slep I t.
P oce your free hond under lhe
robbil's rump ond genily roll
il bock onlo ils feel so lhoi il ls
fccing sidewoys. Cover the rob
bit's eyes lo conlro il ond keep il

l.htgcn Slot. Unlv.rdty :rl.nrlon ' a.H Yourh D.v.lopmcnt tt



Step lt.
With your free hond, genlly pull the toil oui
ond releose it lo exomine ihe toil for
obnormolilies. Check {or proper loil cornoge
ond lo be sure the robbil does not hove o wry
or screw loil.

Stcp 19. Ploce the robbit's eors
occording lo ils breed stondord, checking
for proper eor corrioge.

Stcp 20.
Check the qr'lolity of the
onimol's body type ond flesh
condition by cl')pping the
robbit over the shoulders
ond slow y slidins your hond
down lo ihe bose of the
hindquorters.
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5l.t 2l.
Exomine the fur quoliiy, lexlure ond density by
running yoL,r hond from the toil to the heod
ond bock to ihe toil (leflj. lf you hove o wool
breed robbit, do nol run your hond on lhe oni-
mol. Insleod, genily fluff lhe wool from bock to
front to check the lenglh ond condition- Then
gently grosp the wool on the sides of the rob-
bil to check the density.

l{ you hove o rex-furred robbit (obove), gently press into the fur
lo check lor resislonce.

SIGA 2r.
Pose the robbit focing forword
ond slond with your honds ot
your sides. This completes lhe
exomanotion.
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Scorecord

of PorticiPont

Points Allowed

I . Hondling of Robbit

2. Posing Robbii on toote

3. Exominoiion o{ Robbit

4. Condition of Robbit

o. Fitting of Robbit

b. Flesh Condition

c. Fur Condiiion

d. Generol Heollh

5. Robbit Quiz

6. ApPeoronce ond Attilude

Totol

15

l5
40

t0

r0

10

loo

The Quiz
At ihe end of the contest,
you moy be quizzed to
check your robbit knowl-
edge. The quiz moy
be written or orol. The
number oI queslions lhe
iudge osks you will de-
pend on the oge division
you're compeling in, ihe
number of conleslonls,
ihe contestonis' skill level
ond time ovoiloble.

Your Attitu de and Behatior
This should be o fun lime for vou. You hove the chonce to demonslrole lo
lhe iudge ond your peers ihol you're compelent ond proud to be o porl
of lhe contest. Look oi lhe iudge from time to iime to moke
sure you hove his or her ollenlion. Be on your best behovior
ond be courleous. lf the judge osks you queslions, onswer n ^Apolitely. Be o good sporl, ond congrolulole your peers on
lheir ochievemenls ofler the contesl.

la a.I l.bbh llt ng .|nd lhcwlnt . ,al.hltcr 
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Leod to Succeed Wifh
Your Rabbil!
Along wilh leorning responsibility ond showmonsh p skil s, you
con ioke odvonloge of rrony oiher opporlunilies ihrough your
4-H robbil project, such os:

) Setling up o visil Ior you ond your robbit to o ocol
reliremeni home "Pel iheropy" isn't iust for dogs ond cotsl

) Porilcipating in sioie 4-H Aninrol Sclence events such os the
4 H Robbii ond Covy Show, 4-H Robbit ond Covy Expo,
4 H Robbii ond Covy Youih ond Adu l Leoder Workshop
ond robbil ond covy sessions ot 4-H Explorotion Doys.

t Meei ng wilh oco , counl, slole ond noi onol governmeni
'ep'F\er'o i!p. lo d scu(\ o r mo we Io a rs<ue..

, Developing o robbit-reloled business such os sell ng
producis ihoi come directly (inc uding fua meoi or feriilizer)
or indirectly from your robbits.

I Deve oping o robb l-re cted commercia servlce such os a
boarding focillty or teoching new rcbbit owners to core for
lheir robbiis.

t Working with olher 4 H'ers io use socio medio io odvocote
for robbit-re oied informoiion.

) Creoling ond leoding fun educotionol octiviiies ihot he p
younger 4-H'ers eorn lo core for ond show the r robbits.

t Cross iroining lo ecrn lining cnd showing techniques {or
other onimol species so you con compele in sweepslokes
showmonshrp conlesls

r Arronging o 4-H c ub visii lo the of{ice ot o oco
velerinarion io discuss robblt heolth issues ond tour the
lociliiy

t Siodying robbii geneilcs to plon ihe besl poirings for your

) Visiiing o meol processing fcci ity thot hond es robbits to
leorn io iudge corcoss ond meot quoliiy.

) Arronging o visii by o Michigon Sioie University Ertension
monure monogemenl speciolisl io discuss proper hondl ng
ol your robbils' wosle producis.

rr
Rabbit Reflections
Hove you ever lhoughl oboul . - .

, Whot is o sfifle? Whoi olher body
ports do robbits shore with other
mommols? How ore lhey unique?

> Whot does good condition meon?

> On how mony of the eorth's seven
coniinenls ore robbils o nofive
sPecies?

t From whot species of robbit ore oll
currenl robbil breeds ond vorieties
derived?

) Con you nome some o{ lhe diseoses
ihoi con inlecf both robbits ond
hu mons?

) Whof lypes of diseoses con o robbil
inherit lrom its porents? Whot iypes
con ihey gei from their environment?

t Whot types of nutritionol diseoses or
deficiencies con o robbit hove?

t Why do yoo lhink robbits hove
developed physicol chorocterislics
such os ong hlnd legs, long or short
eors, ond diflereni types of fr.:r?
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tt
Sportsmanship and
Leadership

Win or lose, enioy lhe process. You've
worked hord to prepore ond showing
is o woy to demonslrole whol you've
leorned.

Thonk the judge.

Congrotulote the other exhibitors,

Ask the iudge how you con improve.
Don't iust osk whot you did wrong.
They'll be hoppy to help you!

Be o grocior.rs winner No one enioys o
showoff.

Pori of good showmonship involves
being hepful lo other exhibitors.
Supporl eoch olher when you see o
need.

Proclice your leodership skillsl lf you
feel conlident with something, shore
your skills by helping others.

Remember lhol helping others mokes
you better ot showing, ioo!

Online Resources
Americon Robbit Ereeders Associotion Inc. -
hllp: / /www.orbo.nellindex. htm - ARBA is o nolionol orgoni-
zotion dedicoted lo the promoiion, developmenl ond improve-
meni of the domeslic robbil ond covy. T*o olher poges on lhe
ARBA siie thot mov be heloful ore:
) Pubficotions hffp://www. otbo.nel /publicolions.hrm -

Includes price ond ordering informolion for the ARBA book,
fhe Slondord of Perfection.

) Michigon Stote Robbii Breeders Associotion, Inc.

hltp: / / www. msrba. net.

Michigon 4-H Youth Development Web Sile
htlp:/ /www.msue.msu.edul4h - The Robbits ond Covies
progrom poge on lhis sile hos informolion on Michigon 4_H

onimol science-reloted workshops ond events, olong with
species-specific resources ond informolion. To find Robbits ond
Covies, go to lhe Animol Science oreo r'lnder Progroms.
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From lhe Post to the Presenl: History of
Ecrly Fairs in the United States
tl
J-l oue you ever consid-
ered why we exhibit rob-
bils ond other onimols?
There ore mony reosons,
bul one mon in porticulor,
Elkonoh Wolson, hod o
greot deol to do with it.

Wolson wos o weollhy business
owner ond bonker who lived
in New York ol the end of ihe
eighteenlh ceniury. In 1784 he
purchosed o poir of merino
sheep whose *ool quolily *os
much better thon thot of lhe
locol breeds. Wolson wos o
smorl businessperson who sow
ihe potenliol for breeding bet-
ler wool.

Wool wos oflen used for fobric
ond clothing, ond mony people
in the United Sloles were trying
lo rely less on Englond ond
English goods ot thot time. The
obility to prodr.:ce more ond
beller wool on ocol lond would
be odvonlogeous.

Woison knew he hod to stimu-
lote inleresl omong his neigh-
bors in the sheep, so he invited
his neighbors to meet him ond
lhe sheep ol lhe public squore
in Pitlsfield, Mossochusetls. He
lied ihe merinos io on elm lree
ond gove o tolk. This oitrocted
ihe otlenlion Wolson desired.
He described lhis evenl in his

lournol:

"Mony formers, ond even wom-

en, were exciled by curiosilY lo
otrend this tust novel, ond new

Rabbit Show History
The first robbil ogricul-
turol society, the British
Robbit Council, wos
founded in Greol Briloin
in the mid 1930s. Fonci-
ers hod been develop-
ing specific breeds since
the mid 1800s, lhough,
ond hod begun hold-
ing robbil shows in lhe
lote 1800s. The Council
worked to guide breed-
ing, supervise robbit
clubs ond register rob-
bits throughoL,t Greot
Britoin. Tr. obi .rr" JLdi..{-' T" i r^r"

In the Uniled Stotes, domeslic robbils were moinly used for meol up unlil

the lote 1800s, when fonciers begon breeding robbits for exhibition. The

Notionol Pet Stock Associolion wos formed in Detroil in l9l0 This group
wos loler renomed lhe Americon Robbit Breeders Associotion. Todoy ARBA

is lhe orgonizolion of record in the United Stoles lor regislering ond show-

ing robbits. (Ohio 4-H Youth Developmenl, 2003).

1$ttar an lrcm Evety wonar\ Encyctopaedta, Vo rne 3, p 2135 London C rca l91O - circa l0l2

exhibition. lt wos by fhis lucky
occidenl, I reosoned fhus, if
h^/o on;mo/s ore copob/e of
exciling so much otlenlion,
whot wouid be the effect on o
Iorger scole.-. ond Ircm thot
momenl,lo lhe ptesenl, ogn-
culturo/ societies, coff/e shows

. . . hove predominoled in

my mind, greolly lo lhe injury
of my privole ofioirs. ln the
Ioll of 1810, o public notice
onnounced on exhibition of
stock on Oclober l. /l wos od-
dressed lo lhe formers of the
county." (Avery, 1 994).

wolson creoled o new orgo-
nizotion colled the "Berkshire
Agriculluro Society" ihot
become the model for similor
groL,ps in the Uniled Siotes.

Formers poid smoll mem-
bership dues lo the societ-
ies, which held ogriculturol
foirs io showcose new ideos
ond methods for improving
crops ond other ogr;culturol
producfs. All robbit ond olher
onimol shows hove their ori-
gins from thot doy ln Pittsfield,
when lwo sheep were lied
under on elm lreel
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