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Community Facility Grant (CF)

• Who is eligible?  
– Public Bodies

– Local Governments

– Non-profit Organizations 

– Native American Tribes

• What types of projects are eligible?
– Food Banks

– School Cafeterias

– Farmers Markets

– Community Kitchens

• Rural = communities under 20,000 population
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Rural Business Enterprise Grant (RBEG)

• Who is eligible?  
– Public Bodies

– Local Governments

– Non-profit Organizations 

– Native American Tribes

• What types of projects are eligible?
– Development of Food Hub

– Farm to School Program Assistance

– Farmers Markets

– Kitchen Incubators

• Rural = communities under 50,000 population

Rural Development

What’s the Difference?

• Population

• CF focuses on enhancing services to the 

community

• RBEG focuses on assisting business & creating 

or saving jobs

• CF makes awards throughout the year

• RBEG is awarded once in the spring

• Applications accepted year round in both
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Value Added Producer Grant (VAPG)

• Who is eligible?
– Independent Producers

– Farmer/Rancher Cooperative

– Agriculture Producer Groups

• What types of projects are eligible?
– Assist ag producers entering into or expanding value-

added activities
• Planning 

• Working Capital

– No purchase of real estate, buildings or equipment

– You must currently grow the commodity to which you are 
adding value

– 50/50 Matching Grant Program
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Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)

• Who is eligible?

– Farmers

– Small Businesses in rural areas (< 50,000)

• What types of projects are eligible?

– Renewable energy systems that create energy

• Anaerobic Digesters, solar, bio-mass, etc.

– Energy efficiency projects that reduce energy use

• New lights, motors, refrigeration/freezer units, etc.

– 75/25 Matching Grant Program
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Helpful Tips

• First thing you should do is contact RD.  

We will verify:

– Site eligibility

– Applicant eligibility

– Scope of project fits parameters of program

– Make sure you are working with the right person 

in our Agency

Rural Development

Helpful Tips

• Competitive Grants – get scoring criteria

• Read & re-read the question – make sure your 

answer directly addresses the question/topic

• Assume the reviewer doesn’t know anything 

about your project, geographic area or you

• Turn it in BEFORE the deadline
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Eligibility Website

• http://eligibility.sc.egov.usda.gov/eligibility/w

elcomeAction.do

Rural Development

Employee Contact Info

Michigan Offices
East Lansing State Office

3001 Coolidge Rd., Suite 200

East Lansing, MI  48823

(517) 324-5190


