






• There are 17 Blueways in 9 water  
bodies. 

• 50 public water  access points  
• We developed the water trails 
    by interviewing paddlers 
• We added the public access 

points by looking at community 
Master Recreation Plans and 
road right of ways in the GIS. 









• The Island Loop Route 
became a National 
Water Trail in 
November 2013. 

 
• It is comprised of four 

different bodies of 
water over 10 miles 
between Michigan and 
Ontario, Canada. 

 
 



Landmarks along the way… 

Upper left: Thomas Edison Museum 
Upper right: Fort Gratiot Light Station 
Left: Huron Lightship Museum 
 



The Black River in 
Downtown Port Huron 

The Black River Canal, man-
made over 100 years ago! 



Lake Huron, one of the five 
Great Lakes, dumps into the 
St. Clair River at the Blue 
Water Bridges. 



ADA access in St. Clair County: 
• Seven ADA Launches, thanks to  

St. Clair County PARC. 
 
Along the National Water Trail: 
• 7th Street Bridge – City of Port 

Huron 
• Bakers Field- Port Huron Twp. 
• North River Road Park- Ft. Gratiot 
 
Other existing launches: 
• Chrysler Beach – Marysville 
• St. Clair Boat Harbor – St. Clair 
• Springborn/Belle River Road- East 

China Township 
• 40th Street Pond, Port Huron Twp. 
 

Access 



Future launches are 
planned at… 
 
• Woodsong Park, Clyde Twp  
• Marine City Dredge Cut, 

Algonac 
• Wadhams Bridge, Kimball Twp 
• Mieselbach Park, St. Clair Twp 
• Bouvier Bay, Clay Twp 
 
 
 

Access 





Love 
 

By providing access to our waterways our 
community now has a greater love for our lakes 

and rivers.  
Love 



Responsibility 
 In an environment 

surrounded by water, 
offering classes on water 

safety and paddling are key 
in our community.  

Responsibility  



With the increase of popularity in paddling, 
hundreds of pounds of trash are collected 

from our waterways each season.  
Stewardship 



Created five years ago to bring 
paddlers together and 
celebrate our paddling 

community, Paddle & Pour has 
grown into a two day festival. 
This event invites people to 

paddle the 10.2 miles around 
the Island Loop National Water 

Trail here in Port Huron.  
Love 



Collaboration! 
The layout of the venue is 
determined  by using GIS and 
Aerial imagery.    
This is one way the County is 
assisting in the planning and 
development of the event. The 
County also printed posters that 
were purchased as advertising 
at the event. 
Missy is bringing paddlers to our 
Blueways! 

 
 



The Paddle & Pour Festival in 
2016 included a Poker Paddle.  
Each participant received a 
playing card at each of six stops 
along the way.  Paddlers that 
were not comfortable paddling 
under the Blue Water Bridges 
and the St. Clair River could 
stay in the calmer Black River 
and participate in the Poker 
Paddle. 



Paddle & Pour statistics: 
 
2012- 28 people launched from the dock in Black 
River in downtown Port Huron, followed by a pot 
luck, beer and bands at the Roach Bar. 
 
2013- 128 people launched from the dock in 
downtown Port Huron, followed by a pot luck, beer 
and bands at the Roach Bar. 
 
2014- Over 400 people launched from the new 7th 
Street Bridge ADA kayak Launch.  The food was by 
Fuel Woodfire Grill, beer from ThumbCoast Brewery, 
and several bands for enjoyment. 
 
2015- 151 people launch from the ADA Kayak Launch 
at Bakers Field and other locations.  The first year for 
the two day Festival and camping at Bakers Field Park.  
Bad weather! 
 
2016 – Over 207 people at Bakers Field Park for 
paddling and camping.  Bands played from 5-11 on 
Friday, and on Saturday from 1-11.  The all-day bands 
were welcomed by visitors that were not paddling, 
but wanted to be a part of Paddle & Pour.  Vendors 
were set up throughout the day. 

Love 



An Economic Benefit to Collaboration: 
In 2014 the Thumb Coast Brewery  brewed a 
special beer for the Paddle & Pour; The ‘Paddle 
& Pour Coconut Porter’! 
Raffle tickets were sold for the chance to win a 
kayak and gear. 
Two pigs were roasted and served by Fuel 
Woodfire Grill after the paddle on event day. 

_ 



The donation from Paddle 
& Pour in 2014 allowed 
the Blueways of St. Clair to 
print 15,000 brochures! 
 

Stewardship 



2015 National Water Trail Forum.  
Water Trail managers from across 
the nation gathered in Ann Arbor to 
learn from each other.  We had a 
field trip to Port Huron to  see our 
water trail and newest ADA Kayak 
launch. 
I was surprised that many of these 
managers had never seen an ADA 
launch! Again, Missy demonstrated 
how to use the launch. 

Collaboration: 
In 2016  the DNR 
Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund 
board toured St. Clair 
County. They were visiting 
all the projects that they 
have funded over the 
years.  This 
Demonstration  is at the 
7th Street Bridge launch. 



The Kayak Launch at the 7th Street Bridge in Port Huron is an example in Collaboration.  
It took seven partners to fund the structure; St. Clair County, City of Port Huron, the 
Community Foundation of SCC, Domtar, Cargill Salt, SEMCO  Energy and Enbridge 
Energy. 

Don’t be 
afraid to ask 
for money!  A 
project with 
many  
partners is 
hard to say 
‘no’ to… 
 
 
The last 
$10,000… 



Getting Noticed! 
Our combined efforts were recognized in 

Southwest Airline Magazine's May in-flight 
issue. The article noted the Island Loop 

National Water Trail, ThumbCoast Brewing 
Company and Missy's Kayak Connection as 

places to go in Michigan! 
Collaboration pays off! 



Water Quality Improvements in St. Clair River AOC 

(CSO = Combined Sewer Overflow) 

Responsibility  



Shoreline habitat restoration projects in St. Clair River AOC 

Responsibility  



What lurks 
below? 

Above: The Lake 
Sturgeon is  an 
endangered species! 
Left: the Walleye 

 



Tagging the Lake Sturgeon 
with the DNR to manage the 
species 

Stewardship 



Friends of the St. Clair River, www.scriver.org 
 

Saturday, June 4, 2016 
 10:00 am 

Great Lakes Maritime Center 
At Vantage Point 

 

http://www.scriver.org/








The 2015 Blueways of St. Clair Sign Project, Sponsored by the Community Foundation  
of St. Clair County and Wayne and Donna Brusate.  









The Island Loop was just captured with the Google Trekker, 
and can be seen on Street View in Google Earth! 

Access Virtual 





Lori J. Eschenburg, PlannerII/GIS 
St. Clair County Metropolitan 
Planning Commission 
200 Grand River, Suite 202 
Port Huron, MI 48060, 
810.989.6950 
leschenburg@stclaircounty.org 
 

• For more information on the NWT program, go to 
http://www.nps.gov/WaterTrails/ 

• Visit the Blueways of St. Clair website at  www.BluewaysOfStClair.org 

• Visit the Michigan Great Lakes Water Trails website at 
http://www.michiganwatertrails.org/ 

 

 

Missy Campau 
Missy’s Kayak Connection 
508 Quay Street 
Port Huron, MI 48060 
810.488.0798 
missy@missyskayakconnection.com 
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