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Q. Do llamas and alpacas spit?

A. Llamas and alpacas might spit at each other to establish their
social order, but they rarely spit at humans. This might happen
if the animals were scared, threatened or uncomfortable. Like
other animals, llamas and alpacas would use other behaviors to
let a human know they were uncomfortable. If the person did
not pay attention or understand, the animal might spit.

Q. Do llamas and alpacas bite?

A. No, llamas and alpacas do not generally bite. They have
teeth only on their bottom jaw and a dental pad on the top jaw,
much like cattle.

Q. What are llamas and alpacas used for?

A. Like sheep and goats, llamas and alpacas have multiple
purposes. Both llamas and alpacas have fiber that can be sheared,
spun and used for making clothing and other things. Alpacas are
raised mostly for their fiber, but llamas have many other jobs.
Llamas act as pack animals, carrying things for humans. They are
also milked or raised for meat. Llamas also make excellent guard
animals for flocks of sheep, goats or even alpacas.

Q. What is that noise they make? Why do they do it?

A. As with many animals, llamas and alpacas have several
different sounds they make. The sound you hear most often
is probably a hum, which they make when bored, tired or
curious. They also make an alarm call when they feel threat-
ened or scream when scared. A mother llama or alpaca will
make clucking sounds to her infant, or cria. Only males make
an orgling sound, a mating call.
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Just as with humans, when llamas or alpacas are sick, they will
eat and drink less, rest a lot more, and sometimes have a fever
or other symptoms. By watching the llamas and alpacas, and
knowing how they usually behave, we can tell when they are not
feeling good and take appropriate action to help them get better.

Llamas are larger, taller and heavier than alpacas. Llamas are
used mainly as pack animals, carrying things for humans, while
alpacas are mainly bred to produce fiber. Llamas have banana-
shaped years, while alpacas have smaller diamond-shaped
ears. The llamas’ fiber is coarser than that of alpacas.

Llamas and alpacas display an interesting and unique
behavior, using the same space to go to the bathroom called a
communal dung pile. The pile is usually out of the way and far
away from food. This helps to keep the rest of the area clean for
resting, eating and other activities.

They’re not really chewing gum, they’re chewing their cud
- or in scientific terms, ruminating. This is similar to what
cattle, sheep and goats do. However, llamas and alpacas
have only a three-chambered stomach, rather than the four-
chambered stomach of ruminant animals such as cattle, sheep
and goats. Not true ruminants, llamas and alpacas are instead
pseudoruminants.

That is just the way llamas and alpacas lie down. They curl
their legs up underneath them when they rest or sleep. The
position is called kush, and camels, a distant relative, do it too.

No. Just as with shearing sheep, cutting the fiber from llamas
and alpacas does not hurt them if done properly. Llamas and
alpacas are generally shorn in the spring, which helps keep
them cool in the heat. Their coats grow back to keep them
warm in the colder months.

MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY EXtenS|on

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achiev-
ing excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all
people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs
and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender,
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual ori-
entation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU
Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. Jeffrey W. Dwyer, Interim Director, MSU Extension, East
Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to
commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension
or bias against those not mentioned. The 4-H Name and Emblem have special protec-
tions from Congress, protected by code 18 USC 707. 1P-6K-3:2016-BP-RM, PA/MR

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT | MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Just as with humans, when llamas or alpacas are sick, they will
eat and drink less, rest a lot more, and sometimes have a fever
or other symptoms. By watching the llamas and alpacas, and
knowing how they usually behave, we can tell when they are not
feeling good and take appropriate action to help them get better.

Llamas are larger, taller and heavier than alpacas. Llamas are
used mainly as pack animals, carrying things for humans, while
alpacas are mainly bred to produce fiber. Llamas have banana-
shaped years, while alpacas have smaller diamond-shaped
ears. The llamas’ fiber is coarser than that of alpacas.

Llamas and alpacas display an interesting and unique
behavior, using the same space to go to the bathroom called a
communal dung pile. The pile is usually out of the way and far
away from food. This helps to keep the rest of the area clean for
resting, eating and other activities.

They’re not really chewing gum, they’re chewing their cud
- or in scientific terms, ruminating. This is similar to what
cattle, sheep and goats do. However, llamas and alpacas
have only a three-chambered stomach, rather than the four-
chambered stomach of ruminant animals such as cattle, sheep
and goats. Not true ruminants, llamas and alpacas are instead
pseudoruminants.

That is just the way llamas and alpacas lie down. They curl
their legs up underneath them when they rest or sleep. The
position is called kush, and camels, a distant relative, do it too.

No. Just as with shearing sheep, cutting the fiber from llamas
and alpacas does not hurt them if done properly. Llamas and
alpacas are generally shorn in the spring, which helps keep
them cool in the heat. Their coats grow back to keep them
warm in the colder months.

MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY EXtenS|on

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achiev-
ing excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all
people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs
and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender,
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual ori-
entation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU
Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. Jeffrey W. Dwyer, Interim Director, MSU Extension, East
Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to
commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension
or bias against those not mentioned. The 4-H Name and Emblem have special protec-
tions from Congress, protected by code 18 USC 707. 1P-6K-3:2016-BP-RM, PA/MR

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT | MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION

Just as with humans, when llamas or alpacas are sick, they will
eat and drink less, rest a lot more, and sometimes have a fever
or other symptoms. By watching the llamas and alpacas, and
knowing how they usually behave, we can tell when they are not
feeling good and take appropriate action to help them get better.

Llamas are larger, taller and heavier than alpacas. Llamas are
used mainly as pack animals, carrying things for humans, while
alpacas are mainly bred to produce fiber. Llamas have banana-
shaped years, while alpacas have smaller diamond-shaped
ears. The llamas’ fiber is coarser than that of alpacas.

Llamas and alpacas display an interesting and unique
behavior, using the same space to go to the bathroom called a
communal dung pile. The pile is usually out of the way and far
away from food. This helps to keep the rest of the area clean for
resting, eating and other activities.

They’re not really chewing gum, they’re chewing their cud
- or in scientific terms, ruminating. This is similar to what
cattle, sheep and goats do. However, llamas and alpacas
have only a three-chambered stomach, rather than the four-
chambered stomach of ruminant animals such as cattle, sheep
and goats. Not true ruminants, llamas and alpacas are instead
pseudoruminants.

That is just the way llamas and alpacas lie down. They curl
their legs up underneath them when they rest or sleep. The
position is called kush, and camels, a distant relative, do it too.

No. Just as with shearing sheep, cutting the fiber from llamas
and alpacas does not hurt them if done properly. Llamas and
alpacas are generally shorn in the spring, which helps keep
them cool in the heat. Their coats grow back to keep them
warm in the colder months.

MICHIGAN STATE

UNIVERSITY EXtenS|on

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achiev-
ing excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that encourages all
people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs
and materials are open to all without regard to race, color, national origin, gender,
gender identity, religion, age, height, weight, disability, political beliefs, sexual ori-
entation, marital status, family status or veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU
Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture. Jeffrey W. Dwyer, Interim Director, MSU Extension, East
Lansing, MI 48824. This information is for educational purposes only. Reference to
commercial products or trade names does not imply endorsement by MSU Extension
or bias against those not mentioned. The 4-H Name and Emblem have special protec-
tions from Congress, protected by code 18 USC 707. 1P-6K-3:2016-BP-RM, PA/MR

4-H YOUTH DEVELOPMENT | MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION



