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What makes a “Specialty” Crop?

It's different
Many times it's ethnic
Usually grown in small quantities

Often sold locally



Why grow Specialty Crops?

Many consumers like “different”
Chefs always like “different”

Limited local sources for ethnic
Crops

Higher price with equal inputs
Lowered competition



Many “Specialty” Crops end up
going mainstream.

Always need to adjust



Get to know your market!
ethnicity
education
Income
age

family size and ages



Talk to your customers
What can’t they get?

What do they have trouble getting?






A. Indian Marrow (Lauki or white gourd)
B. Ribbed gourd (Turia)

C. Bitter melon (Karela, fu quas)

D. Snake beans

E. Indian beans (Papri)

F. Tindori (Galora)

G. Curry leaves

H. Taro leaves






Angled Luffa
Long Beans
Thai Eggplant
Ginger



http://www.evergreenseeds.com/index.html






















































Brazil



China



Mexico






Malaysia
























Thailand



Laos



Sweet

Potatoes
Ipomoea batatas

Dioscorea batatas



http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/senior/vegetabl/images/large/sweetpotato.jpg
http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/senior/vegetabl/images/large/sweetpotato.jpg

Native to tropical
Americas


http://www.hear.org/starr/hiplants/images/hires/html/starr_050407_6235_ipomoea_batatas.htm
http://www.hear.org/starr/hiplants/images/hires/html/starr_050407_6235_ipomoea_batatas.htm



http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/senior/vegetabl/images/large/sweetpotato.jpg
http://www.hort.purdue.edu/ext/senior/vegetabl/images/large/sweetpotato.jpg

Moist Flesh: Standard
Orange Color

Dry Flesh:  White, Yellow or
Ivory Flesh

Popular with Caribbean
and Asian populations
























http://cipotato.org/






Why be concerned with
gourmet potatoes?















www.potatogarden.com/index.html






Germany



France



Bolivia



Los Angeles



Onion Consumption up 567
over the past 25 years



Sweet (low pungency/low
tears)

Less than Smmol pyruvic acid
Short Day/Long Day

Short Storage



Sweet Onion Availability

State JIFIMAIM|J|J|A|S|O
Texas X| X | X[ XX

Georgia X X[ X[|S|S|S|S
Arizona X | X

Washington X X[ X | XX
New Mexico X[ X | X
California XX | X|X|X|X
Colorado X| XX
Imports X X| XX X | X
MICHIGAN |S |S |[S X| X ]| X




Transplants most reliable
Start seed end of February
Transplant late April/early May
Control weeds

Harvest early August

Dry under protection

Sell or store at 34°F






Hard Neck

Readers Digest.com

Two Types:

Soft Neck

PennLive.com



Soft neck Hard Neck

Higher yield Lower Yield
Less winter More winter
hardiness hardy
Variable clove More useable
Size cloves

Braidable Difficult to braid






Honeyhillorganicfarm.com






Green Garlic

Newyork.seriouseats.com



veginfo.msu.edu

Available at the
MSU Extension
office or on-line
bookstore



Seed Sources:

Don’t use garlic from the grocery store

May have been treated with
sprout inhibitors

Stored at low temperature

garlicseedfoundation.info/



Harvest:

Green garlic  April
Scapes June

Bulbs July



Elephant Garlic

Growsonyou.com






How Do | Know
What To Grow?



elleseconomy.com



https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAYQjB1qFQoTCN2Hou7h4sgCFYjUJgodvyUMxw&url=http://elleseconomy.com/2015/10/19/risk-on/&bvm=bv.105841590,d.dmo&psig=AFQjCNG6okMnkXFcR2xwAk16lENtIVvUqg&ust=1446039131572751

Talk to your customers/broker
What can't they get?

What do they have trouble
getting?

If they get it, is it poor quality?



Who is your market! (customer)
ethnicity
education
Income
age
family size and ages



How do |
find this out?



Questions???



