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Red lady beetle
Cycloneda munda

Length: 4-5.5 mm 5 mm

Adults: Round. Elytra
color varies from reddish
yellow to bright red. No
black spots. Distinctive
black and white
pronotum.
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Larvae: Dark gray to
black. Yellow spot in the
middle of each body
segment, resembling a
stripe down the back.
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Ground beetles
Carabidae

Adults: Usually dark and shiny with threadlike
antennae. Color varies – commonly black, brown
or metallic. Abdomen often much wider than the
head or pronotum. Elytra may have striations or
pits.

Black ground beetle with striated
elytra.
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Length: 3-25
mm

25 mm3 mm

Ground beetles – continued
Metallic ground
beetle.

Eggs: Deposited
singly in or on the soil
surface. Small,
difficult to see.
Number per female
varies widely among
species.
Larvae: Segmented, tapers from head to tail.
Head large with well-developed jaws.

Pupae: Pupate in the soil.

Diet: Eggs and larvae of root maggots, caterpil-
lars, aphids, beetle larvae and weed seeds.

Minute pirate bug
Anthocoridae, Orius insidiosus

Length: 2-5 mm 2 mm

Nymphs: Small and wingless. Teardrop-shaped.
Orange to brown.

Both nymphs and adults
are fast-moving and
often take refuge in
developing leaves and
flowers.

Diet: Aphids, mites and
small caterpillars, including corn earworm, as
well as insect eggs. Minute pirate bugs feed on
plant material if prey is in short supply, but do not
cause detectable damage.

Adults: Elongate,
oval, flattened. Black
and white wing
patches. Sharp,
piercing beak.

Eggs: Deposited
inside plant material.
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Green lacewing
Chrysopidae

Length: 12-20 mm

Eggs: Several
hundred small
eggs per
female laid on
thin stalks.

Adults: Pale green body. Large, transparent,
pale green wings. Long, thin antennae.

20 mm12 mm

An egg on a stalk
compared with a
penny. The egg is to
the left of the
eyebrow.
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Hover fly
Syrphidae

Length: 4-15 mm

Larvae (maggots): Creamy-white to green or
brown. Worm-like, lacking legs. Narrow toward

the head with a pair of
respiratory tubes projecting
at the rear end. Distinctive
markings, stripes or spines
often seen from the dorsal
view.

Adults: Resemble
bees. Abdomen
usually has black and
yellow stripes.  Adults
often hover over
flowers (hence the
common name “hover
flies” or “flower flies”).

Eggs: Small (1 mm in length).
Cylindrical, white and laid singly
on leaves or shoots near aphid
colonies.

15 mm4 mm
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About spiders

Spiders are an important group of predators.
Spiders are not insects – they are in the order
Araneae. They differ from insects in having eight
walking legs and only two body regions. The first
region is called the prosoma. This region con-
tains the eyes, fangs and legs. The second
region is the abdomen, which has spinnerets at
its base that produce silk.

Jumping spider
Salticidae

Adults: Stout, flattened
body with stout legs.
Square prosoma. Large eyes.
Attractive and often brightly
colored, iridescent or patterned.

Diet/web: Common on plant
foliage. Day-active. Walks with
an irregular gait and pounces to
capture prey, sometimes
jumping several times its own
length. Does not make a web.

Body length: 5-18 mm
18 mm5 mm

Face of jumping spider.
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Green lacewing – continued

Larvae: Gray to brown and alligator-like. Large,
sickle-shaped mandibles. Head similar in width
to the pronotum.

Pupae: Enclosed inside
round, silken cocoons
attached to plant
material. Some species
pupate in the soil.

Diet: Larvae eat aphids, caterpillars, beetle
larvae and insect eggs. Adults may feed on
insects or pollen, depending on species. 20
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